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This essay module focuses on the war between Japan 
and Russia from February 1904 until September 1905.  
Although the dispute primarily centered on territory in 
China and Korea, the war had other important aspects.  
CƛǊǎǘΣ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ eagerness to wage war against 
Russia stood in stark contrast to where Japan was as a 
national entity half a century earlier when American 
Commodore Matthew Perry arrived to open Japan to 
ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  {ŜŎƻƴŘΣ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ 
greater population led many politicians, commentators, 
and experienced military personnel to predict a 
relatively quick and decisive Russian victory.  That 
proved not to be the case.  Third, outside journalists and 
military observers were keen to keep a close eye on the 
war, even though Russian and Japanese military leaders 
had their suspicions about these individuals.  Finally, the 
war was fought both on land and at sea to largely 
unprecedented degrees, at least certainly in recent 
times.  The battle of Mukden in 1905, for example, 
constituted the largest commitment of troops in the 
history of warfare prior to World War I, and the battle of 
Tsushima, also in 1905, was the largest engagement of 
naval warships in a century.  The consequences of the 
war for both Japan and Russia were significant, and the 
fightingτon land especiallyτserved as a harbinger for 
the carnage encountered in World War One. 
 

 

 

   

¶ Opium War between England and China, 
1839 ς 1842 

¶ Forced Chinese territorial concessions to 
European countries and the U.S. during 
the entire 19th century 

¶ Arrival of Commodore Perry to Japan in 
1853 and 1854 

¶ Crimean War, 1854-1856, between Russia, 
France, and England 

¶ aŜƛƧƛ wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΥ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭΣ 
economic, educational, military and social 
reforms, 1868-1912 

¶ Sino-Japanese War, 1894-1895 

¶ Boxer Rebellion China, 1900:  
http://www.harpweek.com/09cartoon/br
owsebydatecartoon.asp?month=june&dat
e=9 

¶ Innovations in military technology after 
1865 

¶ Industrialization, urbanization, and the 
growth of nationalism as a potent social 
and cultural force. 
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hƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ рΣ мфлрΣ Ǌƛƻǘǎ ōǊƻƪŜ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ¢ƻƪȅƻΩǎ Iƛōƛȅŀ tŀǊƪ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ announced 
terms of the end of the war between Japan and Russia.  Why would the citizens of 
Tokyo rise up in violence when Japanese military forces had performed so well on land 
and so extraordinarily well on the seas?  As it turned out, the Japanese public, having 
been fed a steady stream of proclamations about magnificent Japanese victories, 
ŜǊǳǇǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅΩǎ ǇŀƭǘǊȅ 
terms.  A decade earlier at the conclusion of the Sino-Japanese War, the Japanese 
reaped major financial and territorial gains from their victory over China.  Japanese 
citizens anticipated a similar windfall for being the first people in Asia to defeat a 
European power.  When that expectation was not met, protestors descended on 
Hibiya Park where they found it closed.  They turned on police, pro-government 
newspapers, and public property.  Seventeen people died, and over 300 were 
arrested. 
 
Such protest in the face of victory raises many questions.  What happened?  What 
transpired from the ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΩǎ ƻǳǘǎŜǘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǎǳŎƘ 
disillusionment in enough Japanese to incite riots in Tokyo, Kobe, Yokohama, and 
other cities around the country?  In addition to these questions, one startling 
realization is that Japan, a nation that had a population of 43 million in 1900, had 
defeated Russia, a nation three times as populous at 135 million.  Russia was forty-five 
times larger than Japan in terms of geographic size, and unlike Japan, which had to 
import virtually all the raw mateǊƛŀƭǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ 
land mass gave it plentiful access to most of those very same resources. 

 
/ƻƳǇƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ŘƛǎŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǇ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ 
century earlier, Japan remained largely isolated from the rest of the world.  
Commodore Matthew Perry arrived in 1853 and sought to open Japan to American 
trade and exchange.  Perry was unsuccessful in his diplomatic initiative the first time 
around, but when he returned a year later with a larger array of warships, Japan 
acquiesced, in part because Japan was nowhere near a unified nation-state.  Instead, 
Japan, in the modern sense of a nation-state, had to be created.  A group of leading 
Japanese quickly understood that if reforms and major changes were not made, Japan 
would suffer a fate similar to China at the hands of foreigners, which meant 
humiliating concessions and loss of control over trade and territory.1  That was highly 
undesirable.  
 
But so was war.  Japan was in no condition to fight the Western powers, and so Japan 
signed a treaty with the United States in 1858 that resembled what the Chinese had 
conceded to the British in 1842.  The Japanese were not negotiating from strength, or 
evŜƴ ŀ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊƻǳƎƘ ŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ άǳƴŜǉǳŀƭ ǘǊŜŀǘƛŜǎέ ŦǳŜƭŜŘ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ 
indignation.  Beginning in 1868, Japan undertook a set of sweeping reforms after the 
young Meiji Emperor was placed on the throne in what one historian has perceptively 
labeled ŀ άǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǳǇΦέ  hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΣ WŀǇŀƴ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ 
and advice from virtually any and all sources that could effect change, improve 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎΣ ƳƻŘŜǊƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛƴ 
material ways.  The first order of business was reforming the government and that 
meant instilling a national sense of obligation to the emperor.  In addition to making 
the emperor and empress much more active in ceremonial and other public duties, 
the new government adopted four years of universal education for boys and girls in 
1872 and added universal conscription for males age twenty in 1873.   A constitution 
was announced in 1889, resulting in a centralization of power, with dissent held in 
check by censorship laws that became increasingly stringent. 

_________________________________________________________________ 
1
 CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ hǇƛǳƳ ²ŀǊΦ  !ǎ !ƴŘǊŜǿ DƻǊŘƻƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ά¢ƘŜ 

Opium war confirmed the worst fears of all who viewed the Western barbarians as insatiable predators 
ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǎǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǇǊƻŦƛǘΦέ  !ƴŘǊŜǿ DƻǊŘƻƴΣ A Modern History of Japan:  From Tokugawa to 
the Present 2nd ed. (New York:  Oxford University Press, 2009), 49.  
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Unit goals 

1. Learn the map locations of the following places: 
Japan, Korea, Russia, China, Manchuria, Port 
Arthur, Vladivostok, Liaodong Peninsula, 
Sakhalin Island, Yellow Sea, and Sea of Japan. 

2. Understand the major events during the 1890s 
that contributed to the outbreak of the war in 
1904, including the Sino-Japanese War, 
European imperialism, and various territorial 
claims on China (especially Manchuria) and 
Korea. 

3. Understand the impact of the war on the 
Russian government, specifically the role 
returning soldiers played in the 1905 revolution. 

4. Examine foreign observations on the nature of 
the war and consider how national and cultural 
presumptions undermined accurate or 
meaningful analysis. 

5. Identify the following individuals and explain 
their importance for the war: Czar Nicolas II, 
Emperor Meiji, Admiral Togo Heihachiro, and 
Theodore Roosevelt. 

6. Bonus consideration: Speculate on how the war 
may have had an impact on the 1925 Soviet film 
Battleship Potemkin by Sergei Eisenstein. 
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The second critical matter was transforming the Japanese economy.  Economic strength 
translated to military prowess, and that, in turn, allowed Japan to challenge western 
encroachments and address past insults.  For that to happen, the tax system had to be 
overhauled, which happened in 1873.  Individuals suddenly had a more intimate relationship 
with the state as they were now assessed directly on the value of their property as opposed to 
a collective lump sum from a village.2  That was not all.  The state used its new revenues to 
invest in critical industries with impressive results. This is not to say that Japanese 
government investment ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŜ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
this period.  Businesses sprang up independently.  Just the same, Japan was changing visibly 
and rapidly.  In one illustrative example, Japanese national production of spun cotton rose 
from 956,000 pounds in 1888 to over 64 million pounds in 1892.  Considering that as late as 
1875 Japan had no cotton-spinning operations, that was a remarkable development.  One 
WŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǘƻǊ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǎƻŦŀǊ ŀǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ 
ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ƛƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǇŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŀǎ άŀ 
phenomenon of which it would not be easy to find a similar instance in the history of the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ3  Japan also sought out the best information, advice, and practices from foreigners to 
improve the situation.  Hence, Japan purchased naval vessels from Great Britain, sought 
counsel from France and then Germany (after 1871) for its army, and consulted the United 
States on agricultural matters. 
 
The results were impressive:  Japan progressed much more rapidly in terms of its economic 
and military standing vis-à-vis other nations than did any other nation during this time period.  
But Japan still had a long way to go to catch the likes of Great Britain or Germany, let alone 
ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ  !ƴŘ ȅŜǘΣ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛŎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ 
progress, a baseball team from the First Higher School (Ichiko) of Tokyo challenged the 
Yokohama Athletic Club, which was open to foreigners only, and which by the early 1890s was 
heavily populated by Americans.  For five years, the Yokohama Athletic Club ignored the 
ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎŀƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ aŀȅ муфсΣ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛǾŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ /ƘƛƴŀΣ ƛǘǎ 
members finally relented.  Ichiko won 29-4.  The Americans quickly requested a rematch, 
which they promptly lost 32-9.  From 1897 to 1904, as Donald Roden has carefully 
documented, Ichiko played the teams from Yokohama a total of nine more times, winning 
eight and scoring 230 runs to only 64 for the Americans.4  In other words, the Japanese were 
literally and figuratively eager to play on WŜǎǘŜǊƴŜǊǎΩ ǘŜǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ǘƘŜƳτin sport or 
battle. 
 
As Japan changed, so too did national sentiments.  Japanese fear and worry of what might 
befall their land at the hands of WesteǊƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ ōȅ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ 
ƘǳƳƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  !ǎ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΩǎ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ōŜŎŀƳŜ 
ŜǾŜǊ ŎƭŜŀǊŜǊΣ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ WŀǇŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ 
decline.  One of the major issues was influence in Korea.  The Hermit Kingdom, as Korea was 
often called, lay in between China and Japan.  China had long claimed a leading role in Korean 
ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǿŀƴƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ WŀǇŀƴΦ  9ȄǘǊŜƳƛǎǘǎ ǳǊƎŜŘ 
invading in the 1870s, but moderate and more practical heads prevailed.  And yet, Japan still 
forced a treaty upon Korea in 1876 that opened up ports to Japanese trade and imposed 
some of the same conditions for the treatment of Japanese citizens in Korea that the United 
States had insisted on for Americans in Japan with its treaty of 1858.  The fact that the 
manner in which the Japanese went about their treatment of Korea largely resembled 
/ƻƳƳƻŘƻǊŜ tŜǊǊȅΩǎ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛǊƻƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ŜǎŎape the 
Japanese at the time. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
2
 Gordon, 70. 

3
 Frederic William Unger, Russia and Japan and a Complete History of the War in the Far East (Washington:  W.E. 

Scull, 1905), 187. 
4
 5ƻƴŀƭŘ wƻŘŜƴΣ ά.ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ vǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 5ƛƎƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ aŜƛƧƛ WŀǇŀƴΣέ The American Historical Review vol. 

85, no. 3 (June 1980), 511 ς 534. 

See also this interactive map on the 
treaty of Portsmouth:  
http://www.portsmouthpeacetreaty.co
m/warmap/map.html 
 

Lord Charles 
.ŜǊŜǎŦƻǊŘΥ άWŀǇŀƴ 
has within 40 years 
gone through the 
various 
administrative 
phases that 
occupied England 
about 800 years 
and Rome about 
600 years, and I am 
loath to say that 
anything is 
impossible with 
ƘŜǊΦέ5 
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During the 1880s, the Japanese increased their pressure on Korea.  The Chinese 
were unwilling to cede control, and when the Russian diplomats also maneuvered 
for influence, the Koreans were caught in the middle, which meant that some 
sided with one of the three foreign powers, complicating matters even more.  
YƻǊŜŀƴ ǇŜŀǎŀƴǘǎΩ ŘƛǎǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛǊŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǇƭƛƎƘǘ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ муфп 
with the Tonghak rebellion, and this, in turn, served as a pretext for Japanese 
military intervention to protect Japanese citizens and government officials.   When 
China took exception and sent troops, Japan attacked.   Westerners fully expected 
China to prevail in the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895.  Instead, Japan handed 
China a decisive defeat, changing attitudes toward both nations.  Western nations 
saw greater opportunities to carve out territorial and trade concessions from 
China, which they began to do in greater earnest the late 1890s.  Getting into the 
competition for Chinese territory late, for instance, Germany carved out a sphere 
of influence in the Shandong province.  Simultaneously, in future diplomatic and 
economic negotiations, WŜǎǘŜǊƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ 
strength.  Great Britain, for example, ended its claim to extraterritoriality in 1899; 
three years later London and Tokyo signed an alliance. 

 

 

 

Sixth Infantry Captain Higuchi 
Seizaburo rescuing a Chinese child.6  
This picture from the Sino-Japanese 
War served as the perfect metaphor 
for why the Japanese saw 
themselves as fighting. 

For its victory, Japan received a huge indemnity 
from China, secured control over Taiwan, and 
raised Japanese standing in the eyes of foreigners.  
Concerted diplomatic pressure led by Russia, and 
supported by Germany and France, forced Japan to 
abandon its claims to the Liaodong peninsula, 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦǳŜƭŜŘ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ǊŜǎŜƴǘƳŜƴǘΦ  άWŀǇŀƴ ƘŀŘ 
been robbed of the spoils of her victories over 
China by Russia, a nation which took no part in the 
conflict, but stood watchfully by, ready to pounce 
ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭǳƴŘŜǊΦέ7  The Liaodong area served as 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
Russia over the next decade. 

 

 
An opportunity for foreign intervention in an ever-weaker China arose again in 1900 
when a group of Chinese, calling themselves Boxers after a style of martial arts they 
practiced, attacked Western missionaries and diplomatic outposts in an inchoate 
effort to stimulate Chinese nationalism and rid the country of foreigners.  The 
poorly coordinated uprising was easily defeated by a mixed contingent of troops 
from all the major foreign powers that had territorial concessions there.  Their 
actions, in turn, raised tensions and increased the likelihood of conflict amongst the 
competitors.  Japan was among the nations that responded.  So was Russia.   
 

5  As quoted in Gordon, 116. 
6  For a description of this scene, see Unger, 229-30.  For the woodblock print itself, see the Visualizing Cultures 
Project at MIT:  http://ocw.mit.edu/ans7870/21f/21f.027/throwing_off_asia_02/visnav_ii_d.html 
7  Unger, 231. 
8
  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ά¢ƘŜ wǳǎǎƻ-Japanese War in 
/ŀǊǘƻƻƴǎΦέ  {ŜŜΣ http://www .indiana.edu/~jia1915/war.html   

8 

http://ocw.mit.edu/ans7870/21f/21f.027/throwing_off_asia_02/visnav_ii_d.html
http://www.indiana.edu/~jia1915/war.html
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By 1904, then, Japanese public opinion was feverish about WŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ YƻǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ 
aŀƴŎƘǳǊƛŀΣ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ YƻǊŜŀ ŀǎ ǿŜƭl as Russia.9  WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ /Ƙƛƴŀ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ƘŀŘ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
Japanese to assume primacy in Asia.  Although they owed much to Chinese culture, now was their time to take the lead in Asia against the 
encroaching Westerners.  Russia was certainly part of that foreign group, and its efforts at influencing affairs in Korea and China greatly 
worried Japanese.  If the Japanese did not take on this responsibility, so the thinking went, they would be subjected to the aggressive 
western maneuverings that ƘŀŘ ǎƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ŘŜōƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ  tƭǳǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ wǳǎǎƛŀ ƘŀŘ 
forced Japan to withdraw from its territorial claims in 1895.  One historian has compared the public clamor for war and the jingoistic press at 
the time to what had occurred in the United States in the months leading up to war with Spain in 1898.10 
 
In marked contrast to Japan, over the previous half century Russia had followed a different course in terms of governmental and economic 
reforms.  Indeed, to speak of reforms in Russia for period from 1853 to 1904 is a bit misleading since there was nothing like the systematic 
ŜŦŦƻǊǘ Ǉǳǘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ƛƴ WŀǇŀƴΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƪŜȅ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǇŀǊǘǎΥ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀƳōitions in Asia.  For 
Russia, Asia lay to the east.  As obvious as that is, it is nonetheless important to consider as Russian political leaders had long looked to the 
West for inspiration and guidance.  Asia thus contrasted with the West, or the Western nations of Europe: Germany, France, and England in 
particular.  Russia lay in between, and as Russians looked to Asia, they say development opportunities in a land not yet up to their level.  The 
Japanese saw it differently, of course, but the Russians held the Japanese in low regard anyway.  
 
At the same time that Japan was introduced to Western military power and economic interests courtesy of Commodore Perry, Russia fought 
ŀ ǿŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ CǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ǊƛƳŜŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿŀǊΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŜǎǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ 
inability to support a major military engagement on its own soil.  Russia had lost ground to the other major European powers.  As Paul 
YŜƴƴŜŘȅ ƴƻǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ άǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƻ ǎƘƻŎƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘƴŜǎǎΦέ11  What saved the 
Russians from complete defeat and humiliation was the fact that the British and French had their own difficulties, owing, in part, to their 
ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƭƛƴŜǎΦ  wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ǇƻƻǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǇǊŜǎŀƎŜŘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ŀƘŜŀŘΣ ŦƻǊΣ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ŎƻƎŜƴǘƭȅ ƴƻǘŜŘΣ άǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ōǳǘ ŀƴ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜǘȅΦέ12 In other words, the military that 
goes into battle reflects the government, society, and nation that send it.  That was not only true for the Crimean War; it was also true for 
the Russo-Japanese War. 
 
By 1900, Russia was the most populous of the major powers of the day, including Russia, the United States, England, France, Austria-
IǳƴƎŀǊȅΣ LǘŀƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ WŀǇŀƴΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎƭȅ ǊǳǊŀƭΦ  wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜŘ less than five 
ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƛƴ мфллΣ ŀ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ WŀǇŀƴΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ statistic significant in an era of industrialization.  
9ƴŜǊƎȅ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǇŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀ-Hungary even though it was more populous than both countries 
combined.13  Reflective of its size and populous nature, Russia possessed a large army and navy, but other factors undermined their fighting 
effectiveness.  The transportation system had not been modernized.  Too many key military personnel were not of high caliber.  The officer 
class was especially weak, or as one British officer put it, the Russian soldiers may have been lions, but they were led by asses.14  
/ƻƳǇƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀǘƛŎ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ ǇƻƻǊΦ  Lƴ ǎƘƻǊǘΣ άwǳǎǎƛŀ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘΣ ƛƴ ǊŜality, a strong 
state; and it was still ƻƴŜ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛŦǘ ƛƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ōƭǳƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǳƴǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
exactly what happened in 1904.15 
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Given its limitations and weaknesses, why did Russia wage war against Japan instead of negotiating some kind of agreement?  First, Czar 
Nicholas II, who did not really want war in the first place, was άŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ŀŘǾƛǎŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŀǇŀƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
ŀƴȅ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ŦƛƎƘǘΦέ16  {ŜŎƻƴŘΣ ƪŜȅ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǎƻ ŘƛŘ Ƴƻǎǘ 
other Western military observers, but they did not, in turn, use that judgment to rationalize war.  Finally, the Romanov dynasty was 
experiencing increasingly severe problems at home.  One thought was that going to war with Japan, which would result in a relatively quick 
and easy victory, would heƭǇ ǉǳŜƭƭ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǳƴǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭƛŘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŎȊŀǊΩǎ ǊǳƭŜΦ 
 
The breakdown of negotiations in early 1904 led to hostilities when the Japanese attacked Russian naval forces in the Pacific in February.  
The Japanese surprise assault caught the Russians off guard and garnered the admiration of Western observers.  Japanese troops moved 
into Korea and then Manchuria, surrounding Port Arthur and isolating the Russians there.  The early Japanese victories did not result in a 
Russian collapse, however.  Even in battles where the Japanese clearly won, they often suffered terrible casualties that prevented a more 
aggressive follow up; not only that, but the Russians, despite their defeats, were able to withdraw in good order and regroup.  The fighting 
thus continued withouǘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΩǎ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜΦ 
 
hƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎΣ ǘƘŜ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ƴŀǾȅ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ōƻǘǘƭŜŘ ǳǇ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ ŦƭŜŜǘ ŀǘ tƻǊǘ !ǊǘƘǳǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ Wanuary 1905, the 
remaining ships were scuttled by their crews.  The Russians had decided to send their Baltic fleet on a journey round the world to engage 
the Japanese and relieve the troops at Port Arthur.  Its voyage, which involved sailing 18,000 miles and which was widely chronicled at the 
time, resulted in one of the most lƻǇǎƛŘŜŘ ƻŦ ƴŀǾŀƭ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  !ŘƳƛǊŀƭ ¢ƻƎƻΩǎ ŦƭŜŜǘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ !ŘƳƛǊŀƭ 
Rozhestvensky at the Battle of Tsushima in May 1905.  Negotiations started soon thereafter, and both sides signed the Treaty of 
Portsmouth on September 5, 1905. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎƘƻŎƪ ƻŦ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘǎƛŀΥ άWŀǇŀƴ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘter East.  Japan 
looked more like the West that educated Russians had once hoped first to resemble and then to supersede with their renovated East.  The 
ƛǊƻƴƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŀƭƭƛƴƎΦέ17   The war underscored the poor and unresponsive leadership within the Russian military forces, 
ōƻǘƘ ƻƴ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǎŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎΦ  !ǎ ƻƴŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ Ŏrucial weakness of the Russian forces was the 
ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŜǊƻƴǘƻŎǊŀŎȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƴƛƻǊƛǘȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘŀƭŜƴǘΦέ18  In short, age 
triumphed ability.  As if that were not enough of a serious handicap, RusǎƛŀΩǎ ŘŜōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜƴǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΥ  ά/ȊŀǊ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ LL ǿŀǎ ŀ tƻǘŜƳƪƛƴ 
village in person, simple-minded, reclusive, disliking difficult decisions, and blindly convinced of his sacred relationship with the Russian 
people (in whose real welfare, of course, he showŜŘ ƴƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦύέ19  Key decision-making was either poorly coordinated or not at all. 
 
By contrast, the Japanese fared better.  Their navy appeared to prove its ability to dominate the seas, at least those close to home, even 
though, in the final analysis, the margin of victory was very thin indeed.  The army fought well, but it suffered heavy casualties, and the 
costs of fighting quickly exceeded anything Japanese politicians had anticipated.  Despite major assistance from New York financiers in 
raising funds for the war, Japanese leaders realized that their country was financially exhausted despite battlefield successes.20  Through a 
WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜƻŘƻǊŜ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ōǊƻƪŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ the 
Russians were initially reluctant, they agreed after their Baltic fleet was sunk by Admiral Togo.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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  !ŘǊƛŀƴ WƻƴŜǎΣ ά9ŀǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝǎǘǎ .ŜŦǳŘŘƭŜŘΥ  wǳǎǎƛŀƴ LƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘǎƛŀ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƻ-WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ²ŀǊΣέ ƛƴ 5ŀǾƛŘ ²Ŝƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
Sandra Wilson, eds., The Russo-Japanese War in Cultural Perspective, 1904-05 όbŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΥ  {ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ tǊŜǎǎΣ мфффύΣ мпоΦ 
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²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΩǎ ŜƴŘΣ WŀǇŀƴ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ŀ ǎŜŀǘ ŀǘ the table recently dominated by WŜǎǘŜǊƴŜǊǎ ƻƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ !ǎƛŀΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ 
to mollify those Japanese expecting greater riches to come their way as a result of military success.  The domestic unrest in Japan, however, 
paled in comparison with that in Russia.  Czar Nicholas II clung to power for a little over a decade only to lose control after plunging Russia 
into the cataclysm that was World War I.  Japan had an easier course.  Although entering the war as well, Japan operated under vastly 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŀōƭŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ŎŀǊƴŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΦ  WŀǇŀƴ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƭŀƛŘ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƻ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛtorial 
concessions in China.  Japanese ambitions were once again disappointed after the war when the United States and England, partly 
responding to Chinese protests, forced the Japanese to retreat from their territorial claims.  It was not until the 1930s that Japanese political 
and military leaders decided to force the matter, which, in turn, created the circumstances leading to World War Two in Asia. 
 
The Russo-Japanese War, then, was a significant event for what it symbolized in terms of how rapidly conditions were changing in Asia.  
WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǊŜŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƻƻƪ ƘƻƭŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǉǳƛte capable of not only defending itself from 
foreign encroachments and insults, but one also able to project its power in the region.  Given the global ambitions of the European powers 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ȅƻƪŜΦ 
 
!ǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ WŀǇŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΣ wǳǎǎƛŀ ǿŀǎ ǎƭƛŘƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴǿŀǊŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ȊŀǊΩǎ Ǌǳƭe was harsh, 
corrupt, and ineffective in advancing his nation vis-à-vis the other powers during a period of rapid industrialization.  The consequences were 
ŎƭŜŀǊ ƛƴ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ǇƻƻǊ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ WŀǇŀƴΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŀǊǎΣ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ the elements 
that contributed to or were a part of the Russo-Japanese War to be fully realized or appreciated, there is no doubt that the event proved to 
be enormously important for world history. 
 

Emperor Meiji 

Nicholas II 



If new warships are considered necessary we must, 
at any cost, build them: if the organization of our 
army is inadequate we must start rectifying it from 
now; if need be, our entire military system must be 
changed. 

 
At present Japan must keep calm and sit tight, so as 
to lull suspicions nurtured against her; during this 
time the foundations of national power must be 
consolidated; and we must watch and wait for the 
opportunity in the Orient that will surely come one 
day.  When this day arrives, Japan will decide her 

own fate.
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IMPORTANT RESOURCES 

 

Visualizing Cultures Project at MIT 
 
http://ocw.mit.edu/ans7870/21f/21f.027/t
hrowing_off_asia_03/index.html  

 

 
 

The Russo-Japanese War in Cartoons at 
Indiana University 
 
http://www.indiana.edu/~jia1915/war.html  
 

WŀǇŀƴΩǎ .ŀǊƻƴ IŀȅŀǎƘƛ 

The European powers are already showing 
symptoms of decay, and the next century will see 
their constitutions shattered and their empires in 
ruins.  Even if this should not quite happen, their 
resources will have become exhausted in 
unsuccessful attempts at colonization.  Therefore 
who is fit to be their proper successors if not 
ourselves?  What nation except Germany, France, 
Russia, Austria, and Italy can put 200,000 men into 
the field inside of a month?  As to their finance, 
there is no country where the disposal of surplus 
revenue gives rise to so much political discussion.   
 

As to intellectual power, the Japanese mind is in every way equal to the 
European mind.  More than this, have not the Japanese opened a way to the 
perfection of a discovery in which foreigners have not succeeded even after 
years of labor?  Our people astonish even the French, who are the most skilful 
among artisans, by the cleverness of their work.  It is true the Japanese are 
small of stature, but the superiority of the body depends more on its 
constitution than on its size.  If treaty revision were completed, and Japan 
completely victorious over China, we should become one of the chief powers of 
the world, and no power could engage in any movement without first 
consulting us.  Japan could then enter into competition with Europe as the 
representative of the Oriental races.
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Count Okuma Shigenoba 

21 
As quoted in Kennedy, 208. 

22 As quoted in Unger, 196-97. 
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DOCUMENTS FROM FIGHTING THE WAR 

 

From the writings of Lieutenant Tadayoshi Sakurai, Imperial Japanese Army 
 
Selection 1 
In the second month of the thirty-seventh year of Meiji, the diplomatic relations between Japan and Russia were severed, and the two 
nations began hostilities.  At the outset our navy dealt a stunning blow to the Russian war vessels at Chemulpo and off Port Arthur.  
His August Majesty issued a proclamation of war.  Mobilization orders were issued to different divisions of the army.  At this moment 
we, the soldiers of Japan, all felt our bones crackle and our blood boil up, ready to give vent to a long-stored energy.  Mobilization!

23
 

 

Selection 2 
wǳǎǎƛŀ ǇǊƛŘŜŘ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ Ǿŀǎǘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ȊŀǊΩǎ ǾƛǊǘǳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ were 
oppressed and trampled upon by his ministers and officials.  They were therefore not at all anxious to support the government in this 
war.  Cossacks had to drive the unwilling men to Manchuria at the point of the bayonet.   Yes, Russian fighters were brave and strong, 
but lacking in morale, the first requisite of a successful war.  We, on the contrary, had an invincible spirit called Yamato-damashii, 
disciplined under the strict rules of military training.

24
 

 

 
 

Selection 3 
Our long-drawn, serpent-like regiment, sent off with the hearty and sincere Banzai of the people, began to move on step by step.  The 
noise of our marching feet becoming fainter and fainter in the distance, the sound of our rifles and swords softly rubbing against our 
clothes, how gallant and stirring these must have sounded to the enthusiastic ears of the nation!  The trumpet that resounded from 
ƴŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ ΨƎƻƻŘ-ōȅΩ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŘŜŀǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅƳŜƴΦ  hƭŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎΣ ǿŀƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƭŀƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳǘƛƴƎ .ŀƴȊŀƛ ƛƴ ǘƘǳƴŘŜǊ-like 
chorus, made us the more determined to deserve their gratitude.  Whenever in the field we made a furious assault, we felt as if this 
chorus of Banzai were surging from behind to stimulate and encourage us.  Our own war-cry may well be said to have been an echo of 
this national enthusiasm.  In the morning on the battle-field amid ear-rending cannon roar, in the chilly evening of a field 
encampment, this cry of Banzai from the heart of the whole nation was always present with us.
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 Tadayoshi Sakura, IǳƳŀƴ .ǳƭƭŜǘǎΥ ! {ƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ tƻǊǘ !ǊǘƘǳǊ (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & 

Company, 1907), 3. 
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 Ibid., 10. 
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 Ibid., 19. 



DOCUMENTS FROM FIGHTLbD ¢I9 ²!wΧ/hb¢Lb¦9D 
 

Selection 4 
 
It is not pleasant to see even a piece of a blood-stained bandage.  It is shocking to see dead bodies piled up in this valley or near that 
rock, dyed with dark purple blood, their faces blue, their eyelids swollen, their hair clotted with blood and dust and their white teeth 
biting their lips, the red of their uniforms alone remaining unchanged.  I could not help shuddering at the sight and thinking that I 
myself might soon become like that.  No one dared to go near and look carefully at those corpses.  We only pointed to them from a 
distance in horror and disgust.  Everywhere were scattered blood-covered gaiters, pieces of uniform and underwear, caps, and so on; 
everywhere were loathsome smells and ghastly sights.  Innumerable powder-boxes and empty cartridges, piled up near the skirmish-
ǘǊŜƴŎƘŜǎΣ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ Ǉƭŀƛƴƭȅ Ƙƻǿ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅ ƘŀŘ ŦƛǊŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŀŘƛƴƎ ŀǊƳȅΦ  ²ƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅΩǎ ŘŜŀŘ ƭŜŦǘ on the 
field, we could not help sympathizing with them.  They were enemies, but they also fought for their own country.  We buried them 
carefully, but the defeated heroes of the battle had no names that we could hand down to posterity.  At home their parents, their 
wives, and their children must have been anxiously waiting for their safe return, not knowing, in most cases, when, where, or how 
their beloved ones had been killed.  Almost all of them had a cross on the chest, or an ikon in hand.  Let us hope that they passed away 
ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŘŜŦŜŀǘŜŘ army deserve the greatest pity.  Of course they are entitled to 
equal and human treatment by the enemy, according to the International Red Cross regulations.  But defeat we must avoid by all 
means.  Added to the ignominy of defeat, the wounded must have the sorrow of separating from their comrades and living or dying 
among perfect strangers, with whom they cannot even converse.  The case of the killed is still sadder.  Some had cards of 
identification, so that their numbers would eventually tell their names.  As far as we could, we informed the enemy of those numbers; 
but there were many instances where there was no means of identification.  Their names are buried in eternal obscurity.
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 Ibid., 55-56. 
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 From Unger, opposite 329. 
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 As quoted in Noel F. Busch, ¢ƘŜ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊΩǎ {ǿƻǊŘΥ  WŀǇŀƴ ǾǎΦ wǳǎǎƛŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ¢ǎǳǎƘƛƳŀ  (New York:  

Funk & Wagnalls, 1969), 97. 

ά¢ƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƭŀŘŘŜǊέ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ 
Japanese to scale walls at Port 
Arthur.27 

 

Selection 5 
 
Captain Vladimir Semenoff, who sailed abroad the Russian ship Suvorov 
To declare ourselves to be incompetent, to turn back and run the risk of being branded as 
cowards ς these ideas never entered my head.  If, however, (and I mean to be ruthlessly 
candid about this) St. Petersburg had realized how utterly hopeless ς not to say criminal ς 
ƻǳǊ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ǿŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǎŜƴǘ ǳǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪΣ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ 
[ƻǊŘ ōŜ ǇǊŀƛǎŜŘΦΩ
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DOCUMENTS FROM FIGHTLbD ¢I9 ²!wΧ/hb¢Lb¦9D 
 

Selection 6 
 
From the writings of Lieutenant Commander Newton A. McCully, U.S. Navy, sent to report on the Russo-Japanese War 
The root of all their disasters is found in the Russian Character, of which the government is a natural consequence.  Naturally simple, 
honest, and hard working, through apathy they have developed a government at the head of which is an autocrat whose will is 
expressed through bureaucrats, and administered by military satraps.  ¶There is no country in which a man is so free personally, and 
mentally so restricted.  It really is a crime for a soldier, officer, or civilian to dare to think, while he may be exceedingly lax in many moral 
relations without suffering any detriment.  ¶As children Russians are subject to little control and grow up with an excellent knowledge 
of languages and music, but without table manners, careful personal habits, or control over their appetites.  One thing they are taught 
ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƴȅ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΦ  5ƛǎǎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƪŜŜǇǎ ƳŜƴΩǎ ƳƛƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ more serious object than the obtaining of money 
to gratify it, and it is quite true that a younger man who does not dissipate more or less is looked on as a thinker and therefore a latent 
danger.  ¶With all their splendid physical material, endurance patience, courage and good temper, the Russians fail because of sluggish 
and undeveloped mentality.  With the bodies and appetites of grown men, they have the mental equipment, the logical and reasoning 
powers, the faculty of properly estimating the value of facts, and the occasional hysterical excesses of women or seventeen-year-old 
boys.
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Significant Consequences (in whole or in part) 
a. 1905 Russian Rebellion 
b. 1905 Tokyo Riots 
c. Japanese sense of frustration and bitterness over diplomatic pressure from Russia, France, and Germany to cede territorial 

gains in China 
 
 
http://www.portsmouthpeacetreaty.com/ 
 

 
 

 

For the one hundred year anniversary retrospective, see the following link: 
 
http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/fl20040208x3.html  
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 Newton A. McCully, The McCully Report: The Russo-Japanese War, 1904-05, edited by Richard A. von Doenhoff 

(Annapolis: bŀǾŀƭ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ tǊŜǎǎΣ мфттύΣ нроΦ  ¢ǿƻ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ aŎ/ǳƭƭȅ ƴƻǘŜŘΣ ά²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴǎΣ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
no longer in favor, and it was always extremely difficult to get any information, in Port Arthur particularly so.  
There the authorities made decided distinctions between attaches of France and Germany and myself, giving them 
many privileges denied to me, failing to receive me properly or to recognize official calls and treating me with 
ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻƴΣ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƳŜ ƛƴ ŀ ΨǾƛǎƛǘŜ ŘŜǎ ǇŀǇƛŜǊǎΦΩέ 


