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ESSAY MODULE

THE RUSSIAPANESE WAR, 19(M05

KEY HISTORICAL
ANTECEDENTS

Opium War between England and China,
1839¢ 1842
Forced Chinese territorial concessions to

European countries and the U.S. during
the entire 19" century

Arrival of Commodore Perry to Japan in
1853 and 1854

Crimean War, 1854856, between Russia,
France, and England

aSA2A wSal2Nr GA2yY
economic, educational, military and social
reforms, 18681912

SinoJapanese War, 1894895

Boxer Rebellion China,9DO0:
http://www.harpweek.com/09cartoon/br
owsebydatecartoon.asp?month=june&dat
e=9

Innovations in military technology after
1865

Industrialization, urbanization, and the
growth of nationalism as a potent social
and cultural force.

This essay module focuses on the war between Japan
and Russia from February 1904 until September 1905.
Although the dispute primarily centered on territory in
China and Korea, the war had other important aspects
CANBGZI WI Lleagériess koavage Wail agairist
Russia stood in stark contrast to where Japan was as
national entity half a century earlier when American
Commodore Matthew Perry arrived to open Japan to
GNF¥ RS I'YyR AYUSNDKIy3ISo
greater popuation led many politicians, commentators,
and experienced military personnel to predict a
relatively quick and decisive Russian victory. That
proved not to be the case. Third, outside journalists ar
military observers were keen to keep a close eye dret
war, even though Russian and Japanese military leade
had their suspicions about these individuals. Finally, tl
war was fought both on land and at sea to largely
unprecedented degrees, at least certainly in recent
times. The battle of Mukden in 19Q5or example,
constituted the largest commitment of troops in the
history of warfare prior to World War |, and the battle o
Tsushima, also in 1905, was the largest engagement ¢
naval warships in a century. The consequences of the
war for both Japan andRussia were significant, and the
fightingt on land especially served as a harbinger for
the carnage encountered in World War One.
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Unit goals

Learn the map locations of théollowing places:
Japan, Korea, Russia, China, Manchuria, Port
Arthur, Vladivostok, Liaodong Peninsula,
Sakhalin Island, Yellow Sea, and Sea of Japan
Understand the major events during the 1890s
that contributed to the outbreak of the war in
1904, including the SinaeJapanese War,
European imperialism, and various territorial
claims on China (especially Manchuria) and
Korea.

Understand the impact of the war on the
Russian government, specifically the role
returning soldiers played in the 1905 revolution
Examine foreign observations on the nature of
the war and consider how national and cultural
presumptions undermined accurate or
meaningful analysis.

Identify the following individuals and explain
their importance for the war: Czar Nicolas I,
Emperor Meiji,Admiral Togo Heihachiro, and
Theodore Roosevelt.

Bonus consideration: Speculate on how the wa
may have had an impact on the 1925 Soviet filr
Battleship Potemkinby Sergei Eisenstein

hy {SLIISYOSNI pZ mobnpz NA2(GAE oaNddIn&d 2 d
terms of the end of the war between Japan and Russia. Why would the citizens «
Tokyo rise up in violence when Japanese military forces had performed so well o
and so extraordinarily well on the seas? As it turned out, the Japanese, hahling
been fed a steady stream of proclamations about magnificent Japanese victories
SNHzZLJG SR Ay FNHZAGNI GA2Y 2@SN) 6KIFG YIy
terms. A decade earlier at the conclusion of the Siapanese War, the Japanese
reaped major financial and territorial gains from their victory over China. Japanes
citizens anticipated a similar windfall for being the first people in Asia to defeat a
European power. When that expectation was not met, protestors descended on
Hibiya Parkvhere they found it closed. They turned on police,-gavernment
newspapers, and public property. Seventeen people died, and over 300 were
arrested.

Such protest in the face of victory raises many questions. What happened? Wh:
transpired fromthed A YS 2F GKS 6 NDa 2dziaSa a2
disillusionment in enough Japanese to incite riots in Tokyo, Kobe, Yokohama, an
other cities around the country? In addition to these questions, one startling
realization is that Japan, a natitimat had a population of 43 million in 1900, had
defeated Russia, a nation three times as populous at 135 million. Russia w&s/ol
times larger than Japan in terms of geographic size, and unlike Japan, which hac
import virtually all therawmatsh | £ & S&&ASYdGAlf F2N |y
land mass gave it plentiful access to most of those very same resources.

[ 2YLRdzyRAY3I WFLIyQa tAad 2F | LI NBy
century earlier, Japan remained largedplated from the rest of the world.
Commaodore Matthew Perry arrived in 1853 and sought to open Japan to Americ:
trade and exchange. Perry was unsuccessful in his diplomatic initiative the first ti
around, but when he returned a year later with a largeray of warships, Japan
acquiesced, in part because Japan was nowhere near a unified it Instead,
Japan, in the modern sense of a natstate, had to be created. A group of leading
Japanese quickly understood that if reforms and major ckamnvgere not made, Japa
would suffer a fate similar to China at the hands of foreigners, which meant
humiliating concessions and loss of control over trade and territoFpat was highly
undesirable.

But so was war. Japan was in no condition to fightresstern powers, and so Japai
signed a treaty with the United States in 1858 that resembled what the Chinese
conceded to the British in 1842. The Japanese were not negotiating from strengi
eSy || LRaAAGAZ2Y 2F NBIAK Sljdd tAdes |y
indignation. Beginning in 1868, Japan undertook a set of sweeping reforms after
young Meiji Emperor was placed on the throne in what one historian has percepti
labeledr G NB&AG2NI GA2y O2dzlipé h@SNJ GKS vy
and advice from virtually any and all sources that could effect change, improve
A2 PSNYAYyIT Y2RSNYyATS GKS yliaAazyQa SC
material ways. Ther8t order of business was reforming the government and that
meant instilling a national sense of obligation to the emperor. In addition to makil
the emperor and empress much more active in ceremonial and other public dutie
the new government adopted fo years of universal education for boys and girls in
1872 and added universal conscription for males age twenty in 1873. A constitu
was announced in 1889, resulting in a centralization of power, with dissent held ii
check by censorship laws that lzewe increasingly stringent.

‘cang yanB 2y GKAaz aSS GKS asSOirazy 2y (GKS hL
Opium war confirmed the worst fears of all who viewed thestéen barbarians as insatiable predators
AyGSyid 2y O2ylidzSad | & ¢ASModernHistory ONBpEA (rrdr Tokubayitd
the Preseng™ ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2009), 49.
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The second critical matter was transforming the Japanese economy. Economic strength
translated to military prowess, and that, in tyrallowed Japan to challenge western
encroachments and address past insults. For that to happen, the tax system had to be
overhauled, which happened in 1873. Individuals suddenly had a more intimate relations
with the state as they were now assesseérkdtly on the value of their property as opposed t
a collective lump sum from a villageThat was not all. The state used its new revenues to
invest in critical industries with impressive results. This is not to say that Japanese
governmentinvestmeng | & G KS &2t S 3JdZARAYy3I F2NDOS F2I
this period. Businesses sprang up independently. Just the same, Japan was changing v
and rapidly. In one illustrative example, Japanese national production of spun cotton ros:
from 956,000 pounds in 1888 to over 64 million pounds in 1892. Considering that as late
1875 Japan had no cottespinning operations, that was a remarkable development. One
WSEGSNY O2YYSyidl 2N y2dSR GKIG Ayaz2Fl NI
F R2LIGA2Y 2F Y2RSNY VYSiK2R& Ay AyRdzaGNE |
phenomenon of which it would not be easy to find a similar instance in the history of the
g 2 N Jgas also sought out the best information, advice, and practioes foreigners to
improve the situation. Hence, Japan purchased naval vessels from Great Britain, sought
counsel from France and then Germany (after 1871) for its army, and consulted the Unite
States on agricultural matters.

The results were impres&v Japan progressed much more rapidly in terms of its economic
and military standing vig-vis other nations than did any other nation during this time periot
But Japan still had a long way to go to catch the likes of Great Britain or Germany, let alo
GKS ! yAGSR {dFiSao lyR @Stz Ay 2yS Affq
progress, a baseball team from the First Higher School (Ichiko) of Tokyo challenged the
Yokohama Athletic Club, which was open to foreigners only, and which by tlyel880s was
heavily populated by Americans. For five years, the Yokohama Athletic Club ignored the
NBljdzSaida F2NJ I 3FYSSY odzi Ay aleé& wmydcx |
members finally relented. Ichiko won-29 The Americans gy requested a rematch,
which they promptly lost 3®. From 1897 to 1904, as Donald Roden has carefully
documented, Ichiko played the teams from Yokohama a total of nine more times, winning
eight and scoring 230 runs to only 64 for the Americhis other words, the Japanese were
literally and figuratively eager to play &S & i S N3/ SNA Q (i S NdvidspdrtyrR R
battle.

As Japan changed, so too did national sentiments. Japanese fear and worry of what mig
befall their land at the hands affesteNy y I GA2ya GSNBE NBAYT2NIL
KdzYAf Al GA2Yy&aod la GKS aARRfS YAy3aR2YQa |
SHSNJ Ot SI NENE WIF LI yS&aS tSIRSNA az2dzakid G
decline. One of the major i8es was influence in Korea. The Hermit Kingdom, as Korea w
often called, lay in between China and Japan. China had long claimed a leading role in k
FFFFANRY o0dzi GAGK / KAYLFQa gl yAy3a AyFidzS
invadirg in the 1870s, but moderate and more practical heads prevailed. And yet, Japan
forced a treaty upon Korea in 1876 that opened up ports to Japanese trade and imposed
some of the same conditions for the treatment of Japanese citizens in Korea ¢éhinited
States had insisted on for Americans in Japan with its treaty of 1858. The fact that the
manner in which the Japanese went about their treatment of Korea largely resembled

/| 2YY2R2NB t SNNEQ& KI yRtftAy3a 27F {Kdpethel LI y!
Japanese at the time.

% Gordon, 70.

g Frederic William UngeRussia and Japan and a Complete History of the War in the Fa\Eegtington: W.E.
Scull, 1905), 187.

‘5ayitR w2aRSYys a.
85, no. 3 (June 1980), 5534,
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During the 1880s, th@apanese increased their pressure on Korea. The Chine
were unwilling to cede control, and when the Russian diplomats also maneuv
for influence, the Koreans were caught in the middle, which meant that some
sided with one of the three foreign powersymplicating matters even more.
Y2NBlIyYy LISIFalyiaQ RAaalGA&ATFIOGAZ2Y &
with the Tonghak rebellion, and this, in turn, served as a pretext for Japanese
military intervention to protect Japanese citizens and goweent officials. Wher
China took exception and sent troops, Japan attacked. Westerners fully exp
China to prevail in the Singapanese War of 189¥8%. Instead, Japan handed
China a decisive defeat, changing attitudes toward both nations. Wesgtions
saw greater opportunities to carve out territorial and trade concessions from
China, which they began to do in greater earnest the late 1890s. Getting into
competition for Chinese territory late, for instance, Germany carved out a sph
of influence in the Shandong province. Simultaneously, in future diplomatic a
economic negotiationsVS & G SNy Yyl GA2ya KIFIR G2 Gl
strength. Great Britain, for example, ended its claim to extraterritoriality in 18
three yeardater London and Tokyo signed an alliance.

For its victory, Japan received a huge indemnity
from China, secured control over Taiwan, and
raised Japanese standing in the eyes of foreignel
Concerted diplomatic pressure led by Russia, ant
supported by Germany arferance, forced Japan tc
abandon its claims to the Liaodong peninsula,
gKAOK Fdz8t SR WI LI ySas
been robbed of the spoils of her victories over

: e o S : China by Russia, a nation which took no part in tt
gix.th L”fa”"y Latan g:?”cm _— R\ ) P05 | conflict, but stood watchfully by, regcto pounce
e e WY O e ) daliey K ST Tl LimBng tamerved as
War served as the perfect metaphor \ i~ — R i B SR R R R e
for why the Japanese saw Russia over the next decade.
Egbmselves as fighting

An opportunity for foreign intervention in an evareaker China arose again in 190
when a group of Chinese, ltag themselves Boxers after a style of martial arts the
practiced, attacked\Vestern missionaries and diplomatic outposts in an inchoate
effort to stimulate Chinese nationalism and rid the country of foreigners. The
poorly coordinated uprising was easdefeated by a mixed contingent of troops
from all the major foreign powers that had territorial concessions there. Their
actions, in turn, raised tensions and increased the likelihood of conflict amongst
competitors. Japan was among the nationstttesponded. So was Russia.

5 As quoted in Gordon, 116.
® Fora description of this scene, see Unger,-329 For the woodblock print itself, see the Visualizing Cultures
Project at MIT:http://ocw.mit.edu/ans7870/21f/21f.027/throwing off asia 02/visnav_ii d.html
7

Unger, 231. g
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[ I NJi 2 2 yEite/avww .ihdaSavedu/~jial915/war.html

THE BOXERS.

UNCLE SAM (o the obitreperous Boxer). * 1 occasionally do a little boxing myself.”
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By 1904, then, Japanese public opinion was feverish &8 G SN F YOAGA2y & Ay GKS NBIA2yIT S
al YOKdzZNA I = / KAYF Q& y2NIUKSI &l 3$asRussizOMNIiy2ONE  AIRKE (2 NaB2 NZRZBINS R KA
Japanese to assume primacy in Asia. Although they owed much to Chinese culture, now was their time to take the |leaghimgttlze
encroachingNesterners. Russia was certaipirt of that foreign group, and its efforts at influencing affairs in Korea and China greatly
worried Japanese. If the Japanese did not take on this responsibility, so the thinking went, they would be subjectaddcetfsive
western maneuveringsth& | R 42 O2y GNARO6dzi SR (2 / KAYlI Qa RSOAfAGIFGSR adlas
forced Japan to withdraw from its territorial claims in 1895. One historian has compared the public clamor for war argbtbicj press at
the time to what had occurred in the United States in the months leading up to war with Spain if’1898.

In marked contrast to Japan, over the previous half century Russia had followed a different course in terms of governchestai@mic
reforms. Inded, to speak of reforms in Russia for period from 1853 to 1904 is a bit misleading since there was nothing like the syste
STFF2NI Lizi F2NIK Ay WFLIYy® ¢CKFEG aFARXZ wdzaail Qa f SlitiénhsiNAsiadHol
Russia, Asia lay to the east. As obvious as that is, it is nonetheless important to consider as Russian politicaddadgisdied to the
West for inspiration and guidance. Asia thus contrasted withWhest, or theWestern natiors of Europe: Germany, France, and England
particular. Russia lay in between, and as Russians looked to Asia, they say development opportunities in a land rothest lgvel. The
Japanese saw it differently, of course, but the Russians heldapanese in low regard anyway.

At the same time that Japan was introducedWestern military power and economic interests courtesy of Commodore Perry, Russia fo
F 6FNJFAFAYyad 9y3tlEyR yR CNIyOS AyiKIKY ¢ RRAYSE®S BTKDBKBA WIDAS
inability to support a major military engagement on its own soil. Russia had lost ground to the other major European peviramsl
YSyySRe y23GS8SRz GKS AyAlAlf aNRaQdpiAlyaa 20R yiFRANVE NV 261 IBRGawed Sl ALl yO
Russians from complete defeat and humiliation was the fact that the British and French had their own difficulties, quérigtartheir
SEGSYRSR &dzlll)f & fAYSSOLINBAKASRQRA ERZ R QHAIBNSE 2 NVKFIORS F2NE | &
deadsSy 2F¥ I yrGAz2zy A& y20 Fy AYRSLSYRSyd &%I0dtHewsrds? e miitir$thad 2 (
goes into battle rdects the government, society, and nation that send it. That was not only true for the Crimeait W& also true for
the Russelapanese War.

By 1900, Russia was the most populous of the major powers of the day, including Russia, the United §lamel,FEance, Austria

| dzy 3+ NB3 LGFfes yR WHLIYy® dz GKEFG O fFNBS LI LIz | (lesB ianfve & ¢
LISNOSy il 2F GKS G20t Ay wmdonnZ LIS ND Swhtistic Sighificknit ifi ah era & indusirlalizatidd A
9y SNHe O2yadzyLliazy ¢l a fSaa (K I-HungarNdveh8ughit whsyridre ogulousithNd bgtih dbuatria
combined™ Reflective of its size and populous nature, Russisessed a large army and navy, but other factors undermined their fighti
effectiveness. The transportation system had not been modernized. Too many key military personnel were not of highTbalibicer
class was especially weak, or as oneritifficer put it, the Russian soldiers may have been lions, but they were led by“asses.

[ 2YLRdzy RAYy3a (KS aAbGdzr GA2yZ O22NRAYIFGAZ2Y 0SG6SSyYy | yR daliy,2gtrangi
state; anditwasstit y S gKAOKI 3IAPSYy GKS RNARFG Ay fSIRSNEKALE gl a OF LI
exactly what happened in 1902.

e ''Yy3ISNI y2GSRZ a¢KS 61N FSOSNIAY WIHLIY éFa GKSy 3N
GKS [26SNJ12dasS (221 GKS dzyLINBOSRSYGSR adSLI 2F lyags
response that callé for more aggressive administrative action on the part of the Cabinet. See Unget3.242

i Gordon, 119.

1 paul KennedyThe Rise and Fall of the Great Powers: Economic Change and Military Conflict from 150@Ne®&000
York: Random House, 198%7}3.

£ Michael Howard as quoted in Kennedy, 187.

Bl figures are from Kennedy, 1291.

1 Richard ConnaughtomwA & A y3 { dzy |y R ¢ dzYof Ay J(Landdh: Kissell, R00&), BA F Q& 2 |
i Kennedy, 241.
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Given its limitations and weaknesses, why did Russia wage war against Japan instead of negotiating some kind of agrestntera? F
Nicholas II, who did not really want war in the first place, we®2 y 1 A ydz f £ @8 0SAy3 | aadz2NBR o6& KAa&
Fyé OANDdzYy F(ISYOQYR=T AN DRI dvdza aAly YAfAGENE fSFERSNB O2YLX SGS¢t é
other Western military observers, but thegid not, in turn, use that judgment to rationalize war. Finally, the Romanov dynasty was
experiencing increasingly severe problems at home. One thought was that going to war with Japan, which would resativielya geick

and easy victory, would fieLJ 1j dzSft f R2YS&GA O dzyNB&ald | yR &2f ARATE (G(KS Of I ND

The breakdown of negotiations in early 1904 led to hostilities when the Japanese attacked Russian naval forces in thd-Phnificy.
The Japanese surprise assault caught the Russians off gudughrnered the admiration di/estern observers. Japanese troops moved
into Korea and then Manchuria, surrounding Port Arthur and isolating the Russians there. The early Japanese victoriesdidima
Russian collapse, however. Even in battlesre the Japanese clearly won, they often suffered terrible casualties that prevented a ma
aggressive follow up; not only that, but the Russians, despite their defeats, were able to withdraw in good order and régefighting
thus continued withodd I &A 3yl GdzZNBE oF ddfS GKFEG RSGSNN¥AYSR GKS 4 NRa 2d

hy G(KS aSlax G4KS WILIySasS ylge STTSOGA@Ste o2iif Sdvuadzil90sy e a
remaining ships were scuttled by their crews. The Rosdiad decided to send their Baltic fleet on a journey round the world to engag:
the Japanese and relieve the troops at Port Arthur. Its voyage, which involved sailing 18,000 miles and which was avithédy ctirthe
time, resulted in one of the mos2ILJAA RSR 2F yI @1t Sy3F3SySyia Ay KA&aG2NEROD I R
Rozhestvensky at the Battle of Tsushima in May 1905. Negotiations started soon thereafter, and both sides signed tife Treaty
Portsmouth on September 3905.

¢tKS aK201 2F wdzaairlQa RSTFSHG 61 & LINRPF2dzyRE | yR y2i( ferEasi Kadpan
looked more like the West that educated Russians had once hoped first to resemble and then to supers¢iunénovated East. The
ANRYASE Ay G(GKSa$sS "AmheéaNkdeoprad the Pdsiandiinrésponsivedleddership within the Russian military forc
020K 2y fFYR YR Fi aSI3Z FyR ¢AlKAY ngial Gcahnysa of tHe RDdsibididrcBswas the! a
YEYyAFSadldazy 2F GKS ISNBYy(20Nl 08 6KAOK S¢g2ft gSR T Rmvhor, &8 3
triumphed ability. As if that were not enough of a serious handicapdRus Q& RSOAf AGASA 6Syd T dzNIKSN
village in person, simplminded, reclusive, disliking difficult decisions, and blindly convinced of his sacred relationship with the Russi
people (in whose real welfare, of course, he sGov Yy 2 Ay Kieg déBsiniingking was either poorly coordinated or not at all.

By contrast, the Japanese fared better. Their navy appeared to prove its ability to dominate the seas, at least thttsbahosegeven
though, in the final analysithe margin of victory was very thin indeed. The army fought well, but it suffered heavy casualties, and th:
costs of fighting quickly exceeded anything Japanese politicians had anticipated. Despite major assistance from Newcaskifin
raising funds for the war, Japanese leaders realized that their country was financially exhausted despite battlefield sétdéssesh a
WE LI ySaS FTNASYR 2F ¢KS2R2NB w22aS@SftdQazr GKS 3I2FSNYyYSyeid I L
Russians were initially reluctant, they agreed after their Baltic fleet was sunk by Admiral Togo.

® Connaughton, 224.

YIRNALY w2ySas a9l ada +ryR 2S8ad0a . STdzRRWN éL Yy S ansdzaz 3 ANDYE LAY
Sandra Wilson, edsThe Russdapanese War in Cultural Perspective, 1084 b S & NJ Y {

'8 Connaghton, 33.

12 Kennedy, 240.

2 Fora good brief discussion, see Walter LaFebge,Clash: U-Sapanese Relations throughout Hist@kew York: W.W. Norton,
1997), 81.
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to mollify those Japanese expecting greater riches to come their way as a result of military success. The domestidapaestiowever,
paled in comparisomwith that in Russia. Czar Nicholas Il clung to power for a little over a decade only to lose control after plunging F
into the cataclysm that was World War |. Japan had an easier course. Although entering the war as well, Japan operatastiynde
RAFFSNBY(G yR YdzOK Y2NB | ANBSIFo6ftS OANDdzvraidl yoSao ¢ Kt&ial NB | f
concessions in China. Japanese ambitions were once again disappointed after the war when the United States andagthgland, p
responding to Chinese protests, forced the Japanese to retreat from their territorial claims. It was not until the 193@pdin@se political
and military leaders decided to force the matter, which, in turn, created the circumstances leadirgrltb\War Two in Asia.

The Russdapanese War, then, was a significant event for what it symbolized in terms of how rapidly conditions were changing in At
WL LI YyQa R2YS&a0GAO NBFT2NXYa G221 K2fR Ay | techpaniedNibtdrfy détehdng is&fdron
foreign encroachments and insults, but one also able to project its power in the region. Given the global ambitionsiafftearEpowers

FYR GKS ! yAGSR {GFGSasz W LIy Q&KSRNG @822 HSAG  LINPAG IR diyyR SANY & LKAS

4 YdzOK a WHLIY ¢gla 2y GKS dzLJAARS 2F odzAf RAYy 3 | & (adagtarshy |
corrupt, and ineffective in advancing his nation-&igis the other povers during a period of rapid industrialization. The consequences w
Of SINJAY wdzadaAl Qa LI22NJ aK2gAy3d Ay GKS 461 NI 6A0GK W LI theelemehts G
that contributed toor were a part of the Russtapanese War to be fully realized or appreciated, there is no doubt that the event prove
be enormously important for world history.

Emperor Meiji

Nicholas Il
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WOODBLOCK PRINTS PANESE W

Meiji Japan's "Westerization” culminated in a titanic war
against Tsarist Russia that stunned the world and established
Japan as a major imperialist power with a firm foothold on the
Asian mainland. This unit draws on photographs and rare war
prints from the Jean S, and Frederic A. Sharf Collection at the
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston,

This unit was funded in part by The National Endowment for the
Humanities, The d'Arbeloff Excellence in Education Fund, The
Cantar for Global Partnership, The Andrew Mellon Foundation,
and MIT iCampus Outreach.

Massachserts InstRuee of Techology © 2008 Visusirig Cutures

The Russdlapanese War in Cartoons at
Indiana University

http://www.indiana.edu/~jial1915/war.html
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If new warships are considered necessary we mus
at any cost, build them: if the organization of our
army is inadequate we must start rectifying it from
now; if need be, our entire military system must be
changed.

At present Japan must keep calm and sit tight, so
to lull suspicions nurtured against her; during this
time the foundations of national power must be
consolidated; and we must watch and wait foet
opportunity in the Orient that will surely come one
day. When this day arrives, Japan will decide her

21
own fate:

The European powers are already showing
symptoms of decay, and the next century will see
their constitutions shattered and their empires in
ruins. Even if this should not quite happen, their
resources will have become exhausted in
unsuccessful attempts ablonization. Therefore
who is fit to be their proper successors if not
ourselves? What nation except Germany, France
Russia, Austria, and Italy can put 200,000 men int
the field inside of a month? As to their finance,
there is no country where thegposal of surplus
revenue gives rise to so much political discussion.

Count Okuma Shigenoba

As to intellectual power, the Japanese mind is in every way equal to the
European mind. More than this, have not the Japanese opened a way to tl
perfection of a discovery in whifbreigners have not succeeded even after
years of labor? Our people astonish even the French, who are the most sk
among artisans, by the cleverness of their work. It is true the Japanese art
small of stature, but the superiority of the body depentse on its
constitution than on its size. If treaty revision were completed, and Japan
completely victorious over China, we should become one of the chief powe
the world, and no power could engage in any movement without first
consulting us. Japarould then enter into competition with Europe as the
representative of the Oriental racé&s.

' As quoted in Kennedy, 208.
2 ps quoted in Unger, 1967.


http://ocw.mit.edu/ans7870/21f/21f.027/throwing_off_asia_03/index.html
http://ocw.mit.edu/ans7870/21f/21f.027/throwing_off_asia_03/index.html
http://www.indiana.edu/~jia1915/war.html

From the writings of Lieutenant Tadayoshi Sakurai, Imperial Japanese Army

Selection 1

In thesecond month of the thirtgeventh year of Meiji, the diplomatic relations between Japan and Russia were severed, and tt
nations began hostilities. At the outset our navy dealt a stunning blow to the Russian war vessels at Chemulpo awdtbfirPort
His August Majesty issued a proclamation of war. Mobilization orders were issued to different divisions of the arraymaohhémit
we, the soldiers of Japan, all felt our bones crackle and our blood boil up, ready to give vent tetarkthgnerg. Mobilization®

Selection 2

wdzda &AlF LINARSR KSNEStET 2y KSNJ @Fad GSNNAG2NE |yR AwWereSyas
oppressed and trampled upon by his ministers and officials. They were therefore nainaialls to support the government in this
war. Cossacks had to drive the unwilling men to Manchuria at the point of the bayonet. Yes, Russian fighters were stravg an
but lacking in morale, the first requisite of a successful war. We, on theogrhad an invincible spirit called Yamatamashii,
disciplined under the strict rules of military trainifig.

Selection 3

Our longdrawn, serperdike regiment, sent off with the hearty and sincere Banzai of the people, began to move on segp biiet
noise of our marching feet becoming fainter and fainter in the distance, the sound of our rifles and swords softly rzibingeag
clothes, how gallant and stirring these must have sounded to the enthusiastic ears of the nation! The thamm@sioiunded from
YSIENI I yR T MIEQ & 22 ZNENY RS RJ O2dzy i NEYSyY @ ht R | yR &2 dzy/ 3ike
chorus, made us the more determined to deserve their gratitude. Whenever in the field we made afsaoilts we felt as if this
chorus of Banzai were surging from behind to stimulate and encourage us. Our owrywaay well be said to have been an echo
this national enthusiasm. In the morning on the baftédd amid earrending cannon roar, irhe chilly evening of a field
encampment, this cry of Banzai from the heart of the whole nation was always present With us.

®Tadayoshi Sakurh, dzY | y . dzf £ SGayY | { 2 {BBsto& Naughtod, MigfliNE
Company, 1907), 3.

* Ibid., 10.

% |bid., 19.




Selection4

It is not pleasant to see even a piece of a bistained bandage. It is shocking to see dead bodies piled up in this valley or near
rock, dyed with dark purple blood, their faces blue, their eyelids swollen, their hair clotted with bloddsaadd their white teeth
biting their lips, the red of their uniforms alone remaining unchanged. | could not help shuddering at the sight angl ttankin
myself might soon become like that. No one dared to go near and look carefully at thoses cakfesenly pointed to them from a
distance in horror and disgust. Everywhere were scattered klowdred gaiters, pieces of uniform and underwear, caps, and so «
everywhere were loathsome smells and ghastly sights. Innumerable pbaxies and emptgartridges, piled up near the skirmish
ONByOKSaszs (2fR dza LI IFAyfe& K2g¢g RSALISNI GSfte GKS SySye énlthe
field, we could not help sympathizing with them. They were enemies, but they adgu for their own country. We buried them
carefully, but the defeated heroes of the battle had no names that we could hand down to posterity. At home their paients, t
wives, and their children must have been anxiously waiting for their safe rettrknowing, in most cases, when, where, or how
their beloved ones had been killed. Almost all of them had a cross on the chest, or an ikon in hand. Let us hoppdbkstthayay
gAGK JI2RQA ofSaaiy3d | yR 3dzA Rl yam§y deserve thSgrehtdst pityS Bf cdungeRhey s edeyftifiet
equal and human treatment by the enemy, according to the International Red Cross regulations. But defeat we must &void by
means. Added to the ignominy of defeat, the wounded must havsarrow of separating from their comrades and living or dying
among perfect strangers, with whom they cannot even converse. The case of the killed is still sadder. Some had cards of
identification, so that their numbers would eventually tell their nam@s far as we could, we informed the enemy of those numbe
but there were many instances where there was no means of identification. Their names are buried in eternal Sbscurity.

Selection 5

Captain Vladimir Semenoff, who sailed abroad the RussiarSsiviprov

To declare ourselves to be incompetent, to turn back and run the risk of being brandec
cowardsg these ideas never entered my head.htiwever, (and | mean to be ruthlessly
candid about this) St. Petersburg had realized how utterly hopelessto say criminag
2dzNJ @Sy idzNB gl ax FyR KFIR aSyid dza OF GS3:
[ 2NR 0SSP LINI AaSR®Q

G¢KS Kdzvly fFRRSI
Japanese tacale walls at Port
Arthur?

i % |bid., 5556.
-\l % From Unger, opposite 329.
% As quoted in Noel F.BuschK S 9 YLISNRB NDRa { 62 NRY WI LI y(Ned & abk: w dz
Funk & Wagnalls, 1969), 97.




Selection 6

From the writings of Lieutenant Commander Newton A. McCully, U.S. Navy, sent to report on thdahassese War
The root of all their disasters is found in the Russian Character, of which the government is a natural consequendg.siataral
honest, and hard working, through apathy they have developed a government at the head of which is an autocrat whose will is
expressed through bureaucrats, and administered by military satraps. Y There is no country in which a man is so freg,merdonal
mentally so restricted. It really is a crime for a soldier, officer, or civilian to dare to think, while he may be elydegdmgiany moral
relations without suffering any detriment. fAs children Russians are subject to little control andmwith an excellent knowledge
of languages and music, but without table manners, careful personal habits, or control over their appetites. One thiregttheyht
G2 I @2ARZ FyR GKFEG Aa Fye@ LI2fAGAOI f mdeisériGudaibiect thayi the obtairirg af inbdiey
to gratify it, and it is quite true that a younger man who does not dissipate more or less is looked on as a thinkeefore théatent
danger. {With all their splendid physical material, endurancegpat, courage and good temper, the Russians fail because of slug
and undeveloped mentality. With the bodies and appetites of grown men, they have the mental equipment, the logical amdyrea:
powezgs, the faculty of properly estimating the valueaaft§, and the occasional hysterical excesses of women or severeaenid
boys:
Significant Consequences (in whole or in part)

a. 1905 Russian Rebellion

b. 1905 Tokyo Riots

c. Japanese sense of frustration and bitterness over diplomatic pressure from Russace, and Germany to cede territorial

gains in China

http://www.portsmouthpeacetreaty.com/

For the one hundred year anniversary retrospective, see the following link:

http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cghbin/fl20040208x3.html

# Newton A. McCullyThe McCully Report; The Russpanese War, 19635, edited by Richard A. von Doenhoff
(Annapolisb I @1 f Ly adAddziS t NBAAdXI MPTTOI Hpod ¢g2 LI 3
: no longer in favor, and it was always extremely difficult to get any information, in Port Arthur particularly so.

There the authorities made decided tiictions between attaches of France and Germany and myself, giving tl
many privileges denied to me, failing to receive me properly or to recognize official calls and treating me witt
YI Nl SR 4dzaLIAOAZ2Y T J2Ay3I &2 FTNENOOG&E (2 AyOf dRS YS

/\
LYl




