The photograph above shows the Millennium of Russia Monument, located in the Novgorod Kremlin (Castle)

in the northern Russian city of Novgorod. Erected in 1862, it commemorated the millennial anniversary of
VIiadi mir Ruri k' s fionallgrecoguidedas the stariing goiht f Russian history. The a d i
monument depicts all of Russi a’ s +Hwiththe ndétablmexdeptionT s
of Ivan IV (The Terrible), whose secret police, the Oprichnikj pillaged the city and massacred its inhabitants in
1570. Alongside these famous figures are sixteen eminent personalities of Russian culture. Built at a cost of
400,000 rubles, it was dismantled by the Nazis during the Second World War, but was recaptured by the Red
Army.Foradet ai |l ed summary of the monument’'s detail s
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Millennium of Russia.
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Unit Goals
After reading this essay you should be able to:

1) Describe the origins and early development of Russian civilization and the formation of the
Russian empire.

2) Identify important features of early modern Russian political, military, and religious structures.
3) Explain the trajectories and course of Russian imperial expansion.

4) Understand the foundations and important features of the reigns of lvan IV, Peter the Great,
and Catherine the Great.

Russiai—The Worl d’s Largest Nati on

wdza A Qa8 KAAG2NAOIf yR 3823INILKAO SELNI ylAA

human determination and perseverance in all of world history. Arising out of the princely state

of Muscovy, a small province within the Mongol Golden Horde empire in the mid-1400s, the

Russian Empire saw itself as the heir to the Roman/Byzantine imperial tradition. Linked also to

an expansionist tradition through its incorporation of the leadership of the Eastern Orthodox

Church after the Ottoman conquest of Constantinople in 1453, over the next four and a half

centuries the Russian Empire would expand across the entire northern Eurasian landmass, from

the Baltic Sea in the west to the Pacific Ocean in the east, creating the largest state in modern

world history. Itsdescey Rl Y1~ GKS wdzaaAiAly CSRSNIGAZ2YI Aa
is another example of the global process of state formation during the early modern period.

(See the relevant section in the Etext general narrative, Section 1, 1450-1750)

Geography and Climate

wdzaa Al Qa @Fad aAal S AyOf dzRSa Kdzy RNBR&a 27F |NB

the western areas, large forests and swamps, such as the Pripet Marshes (located today in
modern Belarus), dominate the landscape, accompanied by huge river systems such as the Bug,
Dnepr, Dvina, and Volga Rivers. To the north, thick temperate forests give way to the taiga
regionsT a mixture of coniferous forest and lichen woodlands; and finally, near the Arctic Circle,
tundra areas predominate. The massive Ural Mountain range separates Europe from Asia,
notably from Siberia, the vast eastern region of north Eurasia, and the Caucasus and Altai
mountainrangesrangeeast-¢6 S&a 0 | f 2y 3 wdzaadAl Q4 &42dziKgSaildSNY
wdza &A | Q& & adzpritn&iNFompedsdbhvaststappe plains, and in the Siberian
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areas, massive rivers such as the Ob, Yenisey and Amurt among the largest in the worldt
AOGNBUGOK FNRY OSYilONIt 9dzNY¥ aaAl Fftf GKS gl @&
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governmental resources.
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The topographical map above demonstrates both the enormous size, and climactic and geographical diversity of
Russia. Source: http://fisher.osu.edu/~kinard 1/MBA808WO08/images/Russ Topography.ipg.

Background

The establishment of the future Russian Empire began with the intermingling of
Scandinavian, or Viking explorers and traders, known as Varangians, and local Slavic peoples
during the postclassical era. During this period, Scandinavian sailorsT as part of a larger process
of regional exploration and expansionT penetrated the great river systems of European Russia
via the Baltic Sea, and by the ninth century had constructed a trade network that linked
Scandinavia, via these river systems, to the Black Sea trade network based in Constantinople.
Local Slavs called these newcomers RusT the origin of the term Russian. In 862 Slavic
tribesmen invited Vladimir Rurik to impose the rule of law in their territories. Rurik and his
Norse kinsmen established Kiev as the central city in their new state. This is the official
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beginning of the Kievan Rus, a large feudal state that dominated most of what is today modern

Ukraine and northwestern Russia. The first female ruler of the Rus, Princess Olga, converted to

Christianity while visiting Constantinople. Her grandson, Vladimir I, proclaimed Orthodox

Christianity the official religion of his people in 988. This promoted a close relationship with the

8T 1YyGdAYS 9YLANBSE FyR GN}YRS yR Odzf §dz2NB SEO
8T FyidAyS SYLISNE NDidifiadihds GffSiati@h. dorstAnyinGp dedainédy Y | X

the central focus of the Kievan Rus until the decline of Byzantium in the twelfth century. While

the Kievan princes exercised a substantial amount of power over their separate towns, Kievan

Rus lacked a central bureaucracy; this lack of unity led to the MongolsCuccessful conquest of

the Rus territory.

The two i mages above portray two of Kievan R
| of Kiev, also known as Vladimir the Great, who converted to Christianity in 988. On the right is Princess
Ol ga of Kiev, Vliadimir’s grandmother, regard
later beatified by the Eastern Orthodox Church. Source: Wikipedia.
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Map of extent of Kievan Rus, Eleventh Century. Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Kievan Rus_en.jpg.

The Golden Horde

Chinggis-Khan, the great Mongol leader, amassed a huge empire during his lifetime. At
the time of his death the lands of the Mongol Empire were divided among his four sons. Juchi,
the son who was awarded the western sector, preceded his father in death. Thus, the lands
passed to his son, Batu. Batu proved as able a conqueror as his grandfather. In the three year
span ranging from 1237 to 1240 he brought Poland, Hungary, the Balkans, and all of Kievan Rus
under Mongol control. This kingdom became known as the Golden Horde.

The Kievan princes were allowed to maintain their positions as long as they continued to
pay tribute to their Tatar (Mongol) overlords. Over time, the equality of the individual princes

© 2011, 2012 The Department of History & Philosophy, North Georgia College & State
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faded and the Grand Prince of Muscovy (Moscow) took on the responsibility of collecting all
tributes. The policies of the Mongols negatively affected the people of Rus. All bore the
burden of heavy taxation, and many were killed during conquests and rebellions. The Mongols,
however, did allow their territories to practice the religions of their culture. Because of this
freedom the Russian Orthodox Church maintained a level of cultural cohesion during this period
of subjugation. With Moscow now the center of political and religious power the Princes of
az2al02¢ az2dzaAKGO (02 GKNRg 2FF GKS @21S 2F (KSA
the first Rus victory over the Mongols in 1380 at Kulikovo. Over the next century, the Golden
Horde, deteriorating in power and strength, entered into a push-pull struggle with the princes
in Moscow. Finally, in 1480 under the leadership of Ivan lll, the last Tatar force was successfully
repelled from Rus. After obtaining independence from the Mongols, lvan set out to unify a
Great Russia with Moscow as its center.

Ivan lll and the Rise of Muscovy

lvanlll,d G KS D NX1508)£desicedrta unify the Kievan fragments and create a
Great Russia with Moscow as its capital. Two crucial cities were Tver and Novgorod; they were
successfully annexed by 1485. Ivan amassed a large territory during his reign. Many of the
cities were taken by force, such as Tver and Novgorod, but other lands were simply purchased.
During this period of Muscovite unification Ivan established diplomatic relations with foreign
YyIEGA2yao /| SYGNIt Ay GKSasS STF2NIa ¢l a LIHY
Zoe Paleologus. The Catholic Church facilitated the marriage, K2 LA Y3 G KI G %2 S Q&
convert the Orthodox Russians to Catholicism.

Instead, Zoe, now Sophia, became Orthodox. The marriage of lvan and Sophia served as
further evidence of Russian identityasthe“ T h i r d IMnadogted the two-headed eagle
emblem of the former Byzantine Empire, as well as the ceremonies of its liturgy. At the end of
KAa NBAIYy Yilye 2F LOIyQa SIFNIASN adz00SaaSa
had failed, and disunity again emerged. However, these issues cannot detract from the
achievement of the centralization of Great Russia. Ivan Il died in October 1505.

Vasili Il (1505-1533) continued most of the policies set forth by his father lvan. Vasili
found the boyars (Russian nobles) contemptible but strove to ensure their contentment. He
understood that their approval was essential to his rule. The Boyar Duma, permissibly,
NBYFAYSR Ay LISNXIYySyld aSaairzyo ' YRSNJ £ aAf
government remained primary goals of Muscovy. The groundwork laid by Ivan Il and Vasili lll
would result in an ideal environment for Muscovite autocracy established by Ivan IV.
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Image of Ivan Ill from the Millenium Monument at Novgorod. Note the assumption of the Byzantine
symbols of power, themselves of Roman origin; the double-headed eagle, representing the union of secular
and religious sovereignty. The left head, facing west, represents Rome, while the right head, facing east,
represents Constantinople. The symbol has been in use since the era of ancient Sumeria, and is still used as
an official state symbol today by the Russian Federation and many eastern European states and cities.
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lvanIV* T h e T eThefFiistlTshr@fRussia

Ivan IV (1533-1584), the first ruler officially to take on the title of Tsar (Russian for
a/ | S AvhshkEedyears old when his father died. His mother acted as his regent until she

died in 1538, perhaps Y dZNRSNBR o6& O2YLISGAYy 3 o062l NI FlF YALAIS

childhood was nothing short of torturous. Frequently deprived of clothing and food, the abuse
had lasting effects on the future leader. Ivan displayed sadistic qualities early in his life; at the
age of thirteen he had a leading boyar executed, and the torturing and killing of animals
became an enjoyable hobby. His treatment at the hands of the boyars left an indelible mark,

ax

odzi SINIe& Ay KAa NBAIYy LOIyQa FTASYRAAK GSYR|SY

In January 1547, at the age of sixteen, Ivan IV was crowned Tsar of Russia. In February
he married Anastasia Zakharina-Koshkina. Anastasia came from an early boyar family that

ddzLILR2 NI SR (GKS dzi20NY GAO I20SNYYSYyGo 2 KAE S
GalFr N £t SaAbGAYFHGSte t20SR YR R2NBR KAa 6AFS

when a fire broke out in Moscow killing approximately three thousand people.

Ly NBaLkRyasS G2 GKS GN¥3ISRezX LOFy ONBIFGSR
churchmen to counsel the tsar in government affairs. These advisors encouraged Ivan in
reforms that led to the SudebniKlaw code) of 1550. Modifications set forth by the Council
include: the formation of the streltsy(a paid infantry loyal to the tsar), the replacement of
governors with local authorities selected by peasants (to ensure effective tax collection), the
abolition of the tax feeding system, and the standardization of the military and military service.
Additionally, the zemskii soboyor assembly of the land, was convened. Members were elected
and asked for advice and opinions on various military and civilian initiatives.

Ivan IV continued the expansion of Russia. Intelligence of the growing military strength
of Kazan, coupled with their recurrent raids and the selling of Muscovites into slavery led to
LOlIyQa FGOGF Ol AY MpPpPpH® I FGSNI 6KS &dz00SaaTdf
Astrakhan. These conquests led to colonization opportunities in the Volga valley, as well as an
opening for trade via the Caspian Sea. The Muscovite success against the remnants of the great
Mongol Horde led other peoples in the steppe region to willfully submit to the tsar. A hired
Cossack force moved across the Ural Mountains conquering territory along the way. While the
tsar had not blessed this endeavor the result was appreciated, as Siberia was valued for their
furs and timber. The major victory that eluded the tsar was the Livonian War. Although initially
successful, the Muscovites lost the war when Lithuania, Sweden, and Poland all allied against

LAl yQa F2NOSaod
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Portrait of lvan IV by Victor Vasnetsov,1897.The Tsar's cruelty and i sol
portrait, which is located today in the Tretyakov Gallery, a State Art Gallery in Moscow. Source:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Vasnetsov_loann_4.jpg.
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Ivan IV blamed the boyar commanders for his losses in the Livonian War. In 1553 Ivan
suffered from a severe illness. Fearing that he would die, a proclamation was penned to secure
the throne for his infant son. Half of the Duma refused to pledge their allegiance to his son,
FYR AYadSIR &dzLJLI2NI SR LGIFyQa 0O2dzaAys tNAYyOS
recovered, but this experience only added to his simmering hostilities against the boyars. Then
when his beloved Anastasia died, the tsar, believing her poisoned by the boyars, finally allowed
all his hostilities to flood to the surface.

In December 1564, lvan left Moscow with his family and the royal treasury. He accused
the boyars and top clergy officials of attempting to undermine his authority, and he notified
these groups of his intentions to abdicate his tsar title. Ivan assured commoners of their
innocence and requested their support for a new government. The boyars immediately sent
envoys begging the tsar to return to Moscow. lvan returned after receiving oaths from the
boyars regarding the supremacy of the tsar. January 1565 brought the formation of the
Oprichning a domain submissive to the sole rule of Ivan. The Oprichninacame to encompass
half of Russian lands. The remaining territories remained under traditional control of the Boyar
Duma; this area is referred to as Zemshchina

¢tKSaS OKlIy3aSa AyaluAaddziSR GKS o6S3IAyyAy3a 2
created a police force, the oprichniki, to enforce his rule of law, serve as a bodyguard service,
guard the frontier regions, and to discover and punish those guilty of treason. The oprichniki
corps blended ascetic practices of monks with sadistic murders and various other acts of
debauchery. Most were former prisoners, and many were sadists. They dressed in long black
robes, rode black horses,and O NNJA SR 0 NP 2 Y daffiged tdl tKe top. THRsRymhIDE & 1 dr
represented their bite like that of a dog; their absolute loyalty to Ivan, like a dog and its master;
andtheirmissiont 12 a¢6SSLJ I gle& Fff GKNBlFrGa G2 LJIyQa

The oprichnikisuccessfully tortured and killed a vast majority of the Russian population.
Armed with evidence of treason, lvan led his private force to the city of Novgorod in 1569. The
towns they met along the way were ransacked and pillaged, and once reaching Novgorod, the
band destroyed the city. Tens of thousands of people were murdered in the most sadistic ways
one can imagineT live crucifixions were particularly popular. The trade and wealth of the once-
great city did not recover until decades later. A year later, mass executions were held in
Moscow. One state official was publicly dismembered, others were impaled, and some
suffered the punishment of being skinned alive. Most Russian scholars argue that the Russian
secret police tradition, so active during the Soviet era and still alive in the shape of the Russian
CSRSNYGA2yQa C{.> oBiehhiki gA0K LOIY L+ IyR (K

Ivan eventually realized that the Oprichninahad failed to ensure the centrality of power
that the tsar had hoped. He sought to distance himself from these divisive policies, and at one

© 2011, 2012 The Department of History & Philosophy, North Georgia College & State
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point, sought asylum from Queen Elizabeth | of England. Always superstitious, lvan succumbed
to the warnings of soothsayers. In efforts to save himself from foretold catastrophe, Simeon
Bekbulatovich was proclaimed grand prince of all Russia. Bekbulatovich, a descendent of
Chinggis-Khan, received blame for all unpopular policies. Ivan took the lower title of prince of
Moscow and pretended to subjugate himself to the rule of Bekbulatovich. When a year passed
with no major incident, lvan named Bekbulatovich prince of Tver, and reassumed his title as
tsar.

¢CKS LRaAGAGS | aLISOGa 2F LGy L+Qa NBAIY
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In honor of the conquering of Kazan, Ivan ordered the buildingof St . Basi |l Affter Cat he¢dr

the completion of the chapels, the architects were blinded so that they would not reproduce
GKS RSaAdy StaSoKSNB® ¢KS Gal NRa LJ2 Lz | NR
wars depleted state funds. Taxes were exceedingly burdensome, and serfdom became an
institution officially tying peasants to the land. Henceforth, when land was awarded, the
peasants attached to that land were given, alsoT serfs would not be freed until 1861. Ivan IV
was also the first Russian ruler to recruit Slavic peasant adventurers from the Black Sea region
to assist in his territorial conquests. These communities, known as Cossacks, would act as the
semi-autonomous scout troops of the Russian empire for the next three hundred years, and
would become the primary instruments of Russification, or the spreading of Russian language,
religion, and culture, across much of central and eastern Eurasia. lvan IV was also the first to
establish permanent ties with Europe and the West, particularly with English fur and timber

YSNOKIyGazr G2 é6K2Y KS 3IANI yiSR (pdghsexpayddd & i I ( di

Russian territory to the west, south, and east, developing Russian influence in areas such as
eastern Europe and around the Caspian Sea that continued well into the twentieth century.
LAl Yy Q& LINRo¥r&yiuhdaryhe Raf also began a tradition of autocratic rule in Russia
that continues to some degree to this day.

While deeply in love with his first wife Anastasia, the tsar married six other times; two of
his wives were sent to convents, three were poisoned, and one was drowned. In a final act of

cruelty, lvan IV struck and killed his heir, Ivan lvanovich, while the latter tried to protect his
LINEIYyFyld gAFS FTNRBY (GKS NIXr3aIsS 2F KAa Tl OGKSNO
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legitimate, was mentally handicapped. Thus, the Rurikid dynasty that existed for 700 years died
with Ivan IV in 1584.
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llya Yefremovich Repin, Ivan the Terrible and his Son Ivan, on Novembe¥ 16581, 1885, located in the
Tretyakov Gallery, Moscow. Repin’s unforgettabl
heir, Ivan, illustrates the psychological <conse
rage when the young prince attempted to defend his new wife from charges of treason, lvan IV became
catatonic for the remainder of his reign. He died in 1584, leaving Russia without a legitimate heir.

The Time of Troubles

A sobor(council) convened after FSR2 NJ L @I y2 A OKQa RSFGK G2
selected Boris Godunov, the able regent that ran the government during the reign of Fedor.
However, tsars, in the tradition of Byzantine emperors, were to be anointed by God; the fact
that Godunov lacked this quality due to his election rather than birth hung over him throughout
his regime. As tsar, Boris Godunov struggled to restore the economy and societal fabric left
G2NYy o0& LOIly L+Q& ¢l NB IyR fFGSNI LR2tAOASAD
strict system based on a land census, was instituted to determine precise labor and tax
obligations. These taxation policies forced peasants and other lower class laborers to flee into
the vast frontier and forest lands. The government unable to address the many search
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petitions led to further social unrest. Because of these issues Boris Godunov became
increasingly paranoid about conspiracies to depose him. Many potential opponents were
exiled or imprisoned. The head of the Romanov family, Fedor Nikitich, considered a primary
threat, was sent to a monastery and his remaining family was exiled or murdered.

LJFy L+Qa Dénrigmstdnsidéred andllggiimate heir because of the
jdzZSadAz2ylFofS £S3aAFfAGE 2F KA& LI NBYydQa YI NNR
from an untimely death. The official state records declare that Dmitri fell on a knife during an
epileptic fit; however, rumors flourished declaring that he had been murdered to ensure Boris
D2Rdzy2@Qa | a0OSyaizy G2 (GKS GKNRySo® LY Mcno
FfABS Ay t2flyRO® ¢ KA& a5 YA (dbfalvéalthly Polahda¥nS Rt &
interested in obtaining power for Poland. Dmitri invaded Muscovy in 1604, originally
accompanied by two thousand Ukrainians and Poles; two thousand Cossacks joined his forces
when he reached Kiev. Boris successfully repelled the force in 1605, and Dmitri barely escaped
alive; however, Boris Gudunov died a few months later, providing another opening for Dmitri.

2NAAQ &2y CSR2N 8Hz &ERY ¥ 2 NI ¥ A E Frdd GEsNFEdredS T 2 NF
his mother were executed.

Dmitri ruled for approximately a year before his Catholicism alienated him from his
Muscovite subjects. Boyars invaded the Kremlin, murdering Dmitri, and shortly afterward
elected one of their own, Prince Shuiskii, as Vasili V. The inhabitants of the frontier lands that
supported Dmitri were infuriated by the election of a boyar tsar. This original issue of dynastic
claims evolved into a peasant led social uprising. The government responded in overwhelming
force. The border towns were pillaged, people were tortured and murdered, and serfdom was
further secured as a permanent institution in Russia.

Once the Vasili IV regime successfully squelched the peasant revolt, new threats arose
with a second Dmitri claiming right to the throne. Dmitri, known as dThe Brigand€ to the
Muscovites, invaded Russian in 1608 aided by the Poles and Lithuanians. The boyars and other
wealthy classes supported Vasili. The commoners and lower classes supported The Brigand.
Vasili and his army held Moscow for a time, but eventually the Muscovites surrendered to The
Brigand and his forces. Polish rule of Muscovy resulted as a military dictatorship in 1610.

The murderofthed . NA 3| Y R A Y leddcSniaSionisbpfdtdessiromvniultiple
neighboring powers. In the face of outsider rule, local militias sprung up and drove the
foreigners from their land. A zemskii sobotonvened in January 1613 to elect a new dynasty.
While all classes (except peasants on private estates) were represented, the merchants and
gentry that had saved Moscow led the assembly. The only person that the Cossacks and gentry
could agree on was Mikhail Romanov. Additionally, the traditional Muscovites supported
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Mikhail because of his relation to the former Rurikid dynasty; his great-aunt, the beloved first
wife of Ivan IV, was Anastasia Romanov.

The Law Code of 1649 completed the slow process of serfdom and officially made the
practice a legal institution. In response, a peasant, Stepan Razin, led a revolt in 1669. The
government quickly put down the insurrection, but peasant revolts continued to plague the
country. The early Romanov period included controversies over religion as well. Church
practices were at the heart of the disagreement. Some wished to reform the traditional
Orthodox rituals to be more like those practiced by the Greek Orthodox Church. An Orthodox
priest, Nikon Minov, saw the subject of reform as an opportunity to expand the power of
church and its clergy. Nikon made great headway early on, and seemed on track to subvert the
secular power of the state to the authority of the church. However, in 1666, the church
officially removed Nikon to a monastery, but his church reforms still resulted in division. Old

Believersthr i NB2SOUSR Iff 2F bA12yQad NBF2N¥A 62 dz
differences appeared especially prominent in the face of the Westernizing reforms of Peter I.

Peter the Great

Peter | (1672-1725), Emperor of all the Russians, was an energetic ruler. The tsar stood
a towering six feet seven inches, and weighed 240 pounds. Peter possessed a dual personality:
that of a serious, shrewd, and often cruel autocrat, and that of a playful and doting companion.
He reveled in the raucous behavior, but also committed himself to learning and hard work. In
regards to the state, however, Peter was single minded. The future emperor maintained a
consistent philosophy, from childhood until his death: the absolute power of the secular
Russian state over all other entities, both foreign and domestic.

¢alk N ! fSEA&ET tSGUSNILQaAa FFHIKSNE RASR 6KSy
RAGARSR A0aStF Ayid2 FILrOGA2ya adzZR2NIAYy3a (KS
first wife, bore the tsar eight children. Most notable were their two sons, Fedor and lvan, and

GKS 2t RSaiG 2F GKS &AE RIFIdAKGSNBI {2FAl @ !
t SESNRA Y20KSND ¢CKS O2YLISUAY3I FI YA Abta 2°F
when Alexis died the struggle became increasingly violent.

l t SEAEAQ St RS&al az2y> CSR2NE | a&ddzyYSR (KS
years. When Fedor died in April 1682 a sobordeclared Peter tsar and his mother regent. A
force of streltsyT the imperial bodyguards tasked with protecting the Tsar and his heirst loyal
to the Miloslavskiis rioted in Moscow, invaded the Kremlin, and murdered several Naryshkina
supporters. As aresult Ivan V (the remaining son of Alexis and Maria) and Peter were declared
co-tsars. Sofia, their sister, was installed as regent. After the coup, ten year old Peter and his
mother spent most of their time in Preobrazhenskoe, away from the intrigue in Moscow. Here

© 2011, 2012 The Department of History & Philosophy, North Georgia College & State
University. No use without prior permission.

K N.




Sir Godfrey Kneller, Portrait of Russian3ar Peter] 1698. Kneller’'s portrai
King of England, portrays him as a young man at the height of his vigor. The inclusion of martial and naval

i magery explicitly references the young Tsar ' g
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Peter | by Kneller.jpg.
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Peter developed his love for soldiering. He created play regiments totaling up to 600 men and
played the best game of war that any boy had ever played before or since. Additionally, Peter
G221 GNRLA G2 GKS 2KAGS {SI GKIFIG O2y@AyO

While Peter hammered out visions for the future of Russian military, his sister Sofia

SR

planned heracquisitA 2y 2 F LJ2 6 S NI t SISNE y20AFASR 2F {

nearby monastery. There, gathered with his family and troops, the young tsar sought support
for his rightful claim to the throne. Peter | received the support he needed, Sofia was sent to a
O2y @Sy 4> YR tSGSNDa Y2G0KSNJ I OGSR a4 NB3

In 1697 Peter |, disguised initially as a servant, departed for Western EuropeT he was
the first Russian ruler to travel outside his empire, and he spent several months visiting Prussia,
|2ttt FyRE {O20GftFyRXZ 9y3ftlIyRZ YR CN}IyOS:
Versailles. While traveling, he immersed himself in European shipbuilding and military
techniques. Believing that Russia needed to embrace European technology to become a
powerful nation to the world, Peter sent Russian youths west also. During his European tour,
Peter | recruited around eight hundred specialists to come to Russia and teach their various
trades and skill sets.

In Vienna, Peter was notified of another streltsyuprising. The tsar quickly returned
home and dispensed fiendish justice. Hundreds of streltsywere executed; Peter personally
engaged in torturing some of the victims. Sofia was forced to take the vow of a nun, and her

closesi O2Yy &ALIANI G2NE ¢SNB KIFy3ISR 2dziaARS KSNJ mlnyﬁ
NIQ &

08 KAa Y2UKSNJAY K2LJS&a 2F adzoRdzZAy3a GKS
perfect opportunity to rid himself of his boring spouse, Peter accused Evdokia of participating in
the revolt, divorced her, and forced her into the nunnery as well.

With all threats to his throne brutally silenced, Peter set out to westernize Russia.
Beginning with the court, all men were forced to shave their beards or pay a beard tax. Many
selected to pay the fine instead of committing the sin (beards represented salvation within the
wdzaaAl y hNIK2R2E FlLAGKO 2F &KlI GAY3 2ySQa
dress. The long loose fitting cloaks were no longer permitted at court. To prove that he meant
odzaAySaas GKS G&F N FNBIljdzSydfe Sy3ar3aSR Ay
important change that occurred in the court was the presence of women. Women had,
throughout Muscovite history, been secluded and not permitted to mingle with men. The tsar
enjoyed the presence of women in the European courts, and decided the practice befitted the
Russian court as well. Peter also introduced Christmas trees into Russia, and ended the
marriage traditon K SNB o0& GKS oNARSQa FIFGKSNJ 3l &S
transference of male authority.
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The image above is a lubok, or satirical woodcut, showing Tsar Peter | cutting the long beard of a raskolnik, or
Old Believer.Luboks, or “birch barks,” which began appear
imported from western Europe. Luboks remained popular Russian forms of critical dissent until the early

twentieth century. For a fascinating gallery of Russianluboks, see t he bl og site eI

Wang: Mo der n L uHitp:Mridwahg.blogopotzom20i10/@lfmodern-luboks.html.

5dzNA Yy 3 t S SND&achidbrlicstatavolizdad Reter saiviwar as an
avenue to open his country up to the world. Sweden controlled the Baltic for a century,
periodically preventing Russian trade capabilities. Charles XlI, the young and reportedly
ignorant monarch, had just ascended the throne in Sweden. Peter rushed into an attack with a
rabble-like militia of Russians and suffered a rousing defeat. The tsar realized that it would
have been best to build up an army before declaring war on a powerful nation. Peter was
overwhelmed at the Baltic port of Narva, and in his armiesChasty retreat, Russia was left open
to invasion. Fortunately for Peter, terrible weather deterred Charles from an offensive in
Russian territory. Thus, the weather offered the beleaguered Russians a reprieve. Peter took
this opportunity to amass and train a force of two hundred thousand men. In July 1708 when

© 2011, 2012 The Department of History & Philosophy, North Georgia College & State
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Northern War continued on, however, until 1721 when the Russians finally defeated the
Swedish forces outside of Stockholm. The Treaty of Nystadt awarded Livonia, Estonia, Ingria,
Viborg, Oesel, and the Dagoe Islands to Russia. After these acquisitions, Peter accepted the
titles of Emperor and the Great.

This time period also brought the establishment of the Russian Navy, eventually totaling
800 ships and 28,000 sailors. To support this navy and his expansionist desires, Peter installed a
new capital on a marsh near the Baltic. St. Petersburg was designed and built with inspiration
FNRY t SGSND&a GNX @Sta FoNBFRO® ¢KS ySg OF LA
powers. Nobles were forced to leave Moscow for the new capital, and thousands of peasants

t

died building the greatcity. t SGSNDR& SELI yaAizy 2F (GKS YAt AGl QB

came at great cost to the people of Russia. Tens of thousands of forcibly-conscripted peasants
died during its construction, and taxes were increased fivefold to pay fort S (s eNtErnization
of Russia. As a result, peasant revolts continued as a common occurrence.

Peter | is well known for his many reforms, most of which were put into place to support
his ever expanding militaristic goals. Some notable Petrine reforms include the following: the
creation of a senate to handle the system of justice and legislation; the creation of twelve
colleges, or ministries, to head military and financial affairs; and the introduction of locally-
elected mayors (like lvan 1V, this system was put in place to increase the efficiency of tax
collection). Peter also instituted the Table of Ranks. This system allowed anyone who aspired
to achieve a high office in military or civilian life to work his way up through fourteen stages of
promotion. Promotions were now based on merit, rather than birth. The tsar also sought to
reform the Russian Orthodox Church and ultimately make it subject to the will of the emperor.
To achieve this goal a Holy Synod, a committee of ten overseen by a layman with the title of
Procurator, was created and it controlled church affairs.

The relationship with Peter | and his son Alexis had always been tense. In 1715 Alexis
abdicated his rights to the throne and fled to Austria amid a disagreement with his father
regarding secession. Alexis, supported by conservatives, remained a political threat to Peter. In
1718 the tsar accused his son of conspiring against many initiatives, including the navy and St.
Petersburg. Alexis was subsequently arrested and murdered. When Peter | died in 1725 he had
not named an heir. With both of his sons dead (his younger son Peter died without conspiracy)
the remaining heir apparentd6 8 0 A Yy Of dzZRS R | IyfRS B ASHIS Nd A y53  tRS (d&SNKD
Elizabeth. Peter | proclaimed that he would select his heir. In 1724 it appeared that the heir
would be his wife, a former washer woman, Catherine. She was crowned empress, but Peter
refrained from naming her specifically. Rumors abounded that the tsar, originally planning to
name Catherine heir, had changed his mind when an intimate affair was uncovered. Peter |
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died in 1725 before officially proclaiming an heir. His closest advisors and friends supported his
gAR26 /I OKSNAYS yR aKS | Aa0OSyRSR (2 G4KS GKN

Between Greatness — Russia between Peter | and Catherine Il

Empress Catherine proved an ill-equipped ruler, and a council ruled in her place. Peter

BY
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later. Anna |, a daughter of Ivan V and the widow of a Prussian duke, ascended the throne, but

once again a trusted council, many of them Prussianz I SY SNJ U0SR LJ22f AOed !
infant lvan VI, came next. His reign, predominately Prussian-controlled, lasted a little over a

year.

9t AT F6SGK LT GKS RIdAKGSNI 2F tSGSNIL |yR
ease. She won great popularity as a Russian Romanov, and her policies and reforms were also

4
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fought against Prussia to regain territory for Austria, Russia's ally. However, Elizabeth died on
/| KNAAGYF&a 518 Ay mMtewmX YR wdzaail Qa FT2NBAIY

Peter lll, nephew of Empress Elizabeth and grandson of Peter the Great, came to the
UKNRBY S | 0 S NJ BetferAlllwhs 6othinRriksia, hBdS Prussian father, and held
strong Prussian sympathies. His closest advisors were Prussian, he outfitted the army with new

Prussian-styled uniforms, and under his command Russia LJdzf f SR 2dzi 2F (GKS { 49S

daS0dzNB | @A Ol 2 NEols. AReNsIx thdBthisSPatdD B sudcebkhiaby achiekeytheA R
hatred of all levels of Russian society.

Catherine the Great

Catherine Il (1729-1796), originally Sophie Fredericke Auguste von Anhalt-Zerbst
Domburg, was also of Prussian decent. However, the clever Catherine quickly realized the
advantages to be gained by aligning herself with pro-Russian elements. Soon after moving to
Russia, she converted to Orthodox Christianity, and re-named herself Ekaterina (Russian for

Catherine). Takingtheopportunitt 2 F KSNJ Kdzaol yRQa I 01 27F Ll

F2f{t26SNR AYAGAFGSR | adz00Saa¥fdz 02 dzio /G
became known as, Enlightened Absolutism. The autocratic monarchs were to use their

supreme power to promote the education and improvement of the societies they ruled. Early

on, Catherine appeared to embrace enlightened ideas. In 1767 she convened a Legislative

Commission made up of elected officials from classes ranging from the nobility to peasants.

The representatives presented individual grievances. In honor of this groundbreaking

Commission, Catherine authored a document, Instruction This document set forth principles

and guidelines to assist the Commission in their actions. Instructionproved to be so liberal that

is was outlawed in France. (See the link to this document at the end of thisessay.) / | § KSNA y' S
many domestic reforms were completed under the auspice of enlightened ideals, but in reality,

© 2011, 2012 The Department of History & Philosophy, North Georgia College & State
University. No use without prior permission.

yy

[SINTY

|dzt

LJ




they secured her claim to the throne by awarding the nobles with more power at the expense
of the already oppressed peasant class. Serfdom peaked under the rule of Catherine II: during
her rule ninety percent of the population existed as state peasants. In the face of further
subjugation by the state and nobility, another peasant revolt occurred.

This portrait of Catherine Il as a young woman illustrates her considerable beauty, which she retained well
into her older years. She would use her attractiveness as a tool of power; although she never remarried
after her husband’ sofelitecansorts, essentialty malosexikal subordinates,iwhos
possessed both attractive good looks and considerable intellect. These men, such as Grigory Potemkin,
served Catherine as elite political advisers. Rumors of her sexual exploits—likely spread by jealous or
spurned suitors, or by those threatened by her independent approach to sexuality—still swirl around the
Internet today. Source:

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/ fPoWZ33QqG4/TS9vRgt5rJI/AAAAAAAAHSFY/LNAEUc6y1Y8/s1600/catherinell.jp
.



http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_fPoWZ33QqG4/TS9vRgt5rJI/AAAAAAAAHfY/LNAEuc6y1Y8/s1600/catherineII.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_fPoWZ33QqG4/TS9vRgt5rJI/AAAAAAAAHfY/LNAEuc6y1Y8/s1600/catherineII.jpg

Emelian Ivanovich Pugachev, a Don Cossack, sensed disunity and misery among the
peasants. In 1773, Pugachev claimed to be Peter Ill, and led the most successful rural rebellion
in Russian history until 1905. Peasants, non-Russians, and other workers supported Pugachev
and added to his number. Old Believers also served as a great support system for the agitator
and his forces. Early on Pugachev experienced victory, but as his untrained forces met those of
the government, defeat was swift. Pugachev fled to the steppe, but was eventually turned in
by disaffected followers. The rebellion leader was chained and brought into Moscow in an iron
cage, where he was interrogated, tortured, and murdered; his body was subsequently burned,

and his head was mounted over the main entrance into thecity./ | § KSNRA Yy SQa& NMzi K f

of Pugachev convinced many Russians that she possessed the necessary leadership skills to be a
strong and powerful Tsarina (Empress).

While Catherine the Great struggled with social unrest, she managed to support
additional enlightened cultural initiatives. The freedom of publication permitted under her
reign allowed the arts to flourish. Catherine authored various plays and memoirs. She also

produced a history of the Kievan Rus. Mikhail Kheraskovg NP 1S wdza a Al Qa FA N& {

other works by authors including Gavriil Derzhavin and Nikolai Karamzin provided the literary
foundation for the golden ages of poetry and prose in 19" century Russia.

Outside of Russia, Catherine faced problems abroad with Poland and the Ottoman
Empire when she ascended the throne. In 1787 a Russo-Turkish war began. Sweden joined the
fray, and forced Catherine to engage in a two-front conflict. The Treaty of Verela ended

{6SRAAK GKNBIFGA Ay MT Gn | ywit boNEst BaRIdNBitR thev dza & A |

Turks continued until 1791 when the Turkish forces finally relented. The Treaty of Jassy
officially added the Crimea, Georgia, and all lands south to the Dniester River. The empress also
desired, with the help of the Austrians, to take the former Byzantine empireQ &  t&iriSs Kk
the Ottoman grip. Catherine reached an agreement with the Austrians in 1795, but her goals
remained unattained due to her death.

Ly t2flyRXZ /FTO0KSNAYSQa STF2NIa G2 &dz RdzS

with Austria and Prussia. Poland lay in the midst of these three powers and, by the eighteenth
century, experienced many internal problems. The central issue to these troubles was their
elected rather that hereditary king. Noble families feuded with each other for power, and the
disunity opened Poland to outside forces. In 1772, these forces seized one-third of Polish
territory. Alarmed, Poles struggled to mend their internal fences, and on May 3, 1791 they
produced a Constitution. This Constitution contained proposals based on Enlightened reforms;
however, the three large powers that vied for control were not interested in a recovered
Poland. Efforts at self-government, and rebellions to oust the unwelcome superintendent
states, failed to free Poland. In 1793 and 1795, two other partitions essentially divided Poland
out of existenceT it would not reappear as a national entity until 1919.

ScholarlyoLIA Y A2y a4 &adzZNNRdzy RAy3a /T GKSNAYSQa
the arts and cultural endeavors, and it cannot be denied that she oversaw the successful
expansion of her empire in both power and scope. However, these successes came at a great
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comfort and happiness of the nobles at the expense of the down-trodden peasants. Her
military exploits resulted in higher taxes and further misery for lower classes. While she
believed herself to be an Enlightened Monarch, some have categorized Catherine Il as an
Enlightened Despot. Less in dispute is her longer-term legacy as a female ruler and intellectual.
During her life, she wrote more than twenty thousand letters to various male correspondents,
including some of the most prominent figures associated with the Enlightenment, in several
languages, on a dizzying array of topics. Many of her correspondents, including Francois Marie-
Arouet, better known by his pen name, Voltaire, regarded her as their intellectual equal, or
indeed their superior. This was really the first time in the West that a woman had received
significant intellectual recognition from educated men. Her career and achievements, over the
longer term, became part of the intellectual and historical legacy of nineteenth and twentieth
century feminism.

Conclusion

Atthetimeof CatheNA Y S Q& RSIFGK AY w™MT dhc > wdzaaal
centuries of extraordinary development, expansion, and transformation. It had freed itself from
all traces of foreign rule, created an empire that spanned the Eurasian landmass (and had even
expanded into North America), and cemented a strong autocratic tradition of governance in the
hands of the Tsar. It had entered the global economy, and was also a major player in European
power politics. These achievements can still be seen today, in the guise of the modern Russian
Federation.

Despite this impressive litany of achievements, however, significant problems lay
beneath the surface of imperial Russian civilization. Recurring peasant unrest, as seen in the
Razin and Pugachev uprisings, would only increase in the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, as peasants sought an end to serfdom, marginalization and mistreatment at the
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R2 6y L} | & S Rleafleds dunirgzéhidieka) le@ding to an explosion of violence at the
beginning of the twentieth century. Both in 1905 and twice again in 1917, peasants would join
other exploited groups in Russia in revolutionary action. The second 1917 revolution would

deda NP& GKS ¢alFNRad 9YLIANB YR 3IALBS 06ANILK
which would rule Russia until 1991.
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Links for Visual Aids and Primary Sources:

http://russia.nypl.org/glossary.html A glossary of Russian terms-helpful but certainly not
exhaustive.

htt\p://russia.nvpl.org/Translation/punishment.html wWSO2NR 2F LGOIy Lzzafa at
SEFYLXS 2F gKé& KS 4Fa Ga¢SNNAOGE Spe

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/petergreat.html Selected primary sources on Peter the
Great available from the Internet Modern History Sourcebook.

http://russia.nypl.org/maps3/borders.html A map of Russian expansionism under different
rulers.

http://www.bucknell.edu/x20181.xml ! vV Af f dZAGNF GA2Yy 2F t SGSNI LQ

http://russia.nypl.org/Translation4/nakaz.html / | (i K S NistyuStioriextefpti

http://russia.nypl.org/Translation4/pugachev.html t dz3 | O K Sn@i@@téon dSched.

http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/history/russia/kievanrus.html Kievan Rus map.

http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/history/russia/tatars.html Golden Horde map.
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