
 

 

 

 

 

 

Decolonization in Southeast Asia was anything but peaceful across many regions, such as Indonesia and 

Vietnam, where Dutch and French military forces, aided by external supporters such as Britain and the 

United States, fought vicious wars to regain their former colonies after the Second World War. The top 

image shows a British armored personnel carrier during the Battle of Surabaya in 1945, while the bottom 

image shows French paratroopers deploying over the battlefield at Dienbienphu, 1953. Sources: 

http://static.panoramio.com/photos/original/35450106.jpg and 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dien_bien_phu_castor_or_siege_deinterlaced.png.  

http://static.panoramio.com/photos/original/35450106.jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Dien_bien_phu_castor_or_siege_deinterlaced.png
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NGCSU Etext for HIST 1112 ς Essay Module 
European Imperialism, Decolonization and Nationalism 
in Southeast Asia, 1500-Present 
 
 

Unit Goals 
After reading this essay you should be able to: 
(1) Outline the process of European colonization of Southeast Asia. 
(2) Compare and contrast the features of imperial control and authority created  
      by the European powers and the United States across Southeast Asia. 
(3) Understand how the Japanese occupation influenced decolonization across  
      the region. 
(4) Identify the role of important nationalist leaders in the process of Southeast  
      Asian decolonization. 
(5) Explain the influence of this era on the region today. 
 

Introduction 
 
European imperialism in Southeast Asia began with the Portuguese conquest of the 

entrepôt trading port of Melaka in 1511.  Over the next four centuries, Spain, the Netherlands, 
Great Britain, France, and the United States all followed the Portuguese example by acquiring 
colonial holdings in the region.  Initially inspired by the lucrative Southeast Asian trade 
networks based on spices and other luxury goods, after 1850 Western imperialist ambition 
intensified due to the Industrial Revolution, which required new resources to maintain the 
productive capacity of industrialized Western economies. Many of these new resources, such as 
rubber and tin, were found in Southeast Asia. Political rivalries throughout the West and a 
perceived responsibility to spread the values of Christianity and Western civilization also 
encouraged these powers to pursue imperialist policies throughout the region.1 
 

The Spanish Conquest of the Philippines 
  

Ferdinand Magellan, in the first successful expedition to circumnavigate the globe, 
arrived in the Philippines in 1521.  Although Portuguese, Magellan sailed under the Spanish flag 
and claimed the islands for Spain.  Here, he met his death at the hands of local chiefs. (For more 
ƻƴ aŀƎŜƭƭŀƴΩǎ ŜǇƛŎ ǾƻȅŀƎŜΣ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ 9ǘŜȄǘ 9ǎǎŀȅ ƳƻŘǳƭŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άhŎŜŀƴƛŎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅέΦύ  The Spanish 
completed their conquest of the islands in 1565, aided by superior technology and the 
archipelagic nature of the islands which hindered regional unity and prohibited the 

                                                           
1
 Craig Lockard, Southeast Asia in World History (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009), 75-77. 
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development of a strong local state to resist the Spanish.  Unlike their Portuguese predecessors, 
whose empire was organized around trading posts, the Spanish established the first true 
Western territorial empire in Southeast Asia.2 

The Spanish initiated a process of Hispanicization in order to impose Spanish culture 
onto its new colonial subjects.  Consequently, Roman Catholicism became the religion of 85 
percent of the population.  Similar to their administrative methods in their American empire, 
the Church enjoyed a privileged role in the administration of the Philippines, governing most 
regions outside of the capital at Manila.  The Church employed brutal methods in their efforts 
to consolidate power, including the forced relocation of people into towns to better control 
them and the whipping of parishioners by friars in order to enforce strict adherence to religious 
rules.  The colonial administration also exercised tremendous control over the economy.  
Where locals had previously pursued subsistence agriculture on their own lands, they now 
worked as tenants on lands owned by the Church or a few elite families, a situation not unlike 
the serfdom of medieval Europe.3 

 

 
 
 

                                                           
2
 D. R. Sardesai, Southeast Asia: Past and Present (Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press, 1989), 67-68. 

3
 Lockard, Southeast Asia in World History, 80-81. 

In the center of Manila is the Intramuros (Walled City), a Spanish castle complex first completed in 1606. 

Within its walls lies the Manila Cathedral, one of three Catholic Basilicas in Manila, and first constructed in 

1581. Source: Wikipedia.org.  
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The most significant wave of protest against Spanish colonialism came from a group of 

Filipino intellectuals known as illustrados.  Among the most prominent of these was the writer 
José Rizal (1861-1896), whose outspoken views on the Roman Catholic domination of colonial 
society in his works such as Noli Me Tangere and El Filibusterismo led to his public execution 
for treason in 1896.  That same year, popular discontent over deteriorating conditions among 
the peasants led to rebellion.  Although the Spanish succeeded in quelling the revolt by 1898, 
ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŜǎŎŀǇŜŘ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜΦ4 
 

 
 
 

                                                           
4
 Ibid., 112-14. 

The University of Santo Tomas in Manila. Built by the Spanish in 1611, it is the oldest European university in 

!ǎƛŀΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ǎƛŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ пмΣллл ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ нллфΦ ¢ǿƻ ƻŦ 

its most famous graduates include Jose Rizal, the revolutionary novelist and national hero, and Manuel 

Quezon, the first President of the Philippines Commonwealth. Source: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Santo_Tomas.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Santo_Tomas
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The Dutch East Indies 
  

The shift of the balance of power in Southeast Asia in the early seventeenth century 
reflected the situation in Europe.  The thriving economies of England and Holland, combined 
with their growing naval power, allowed them to supplant Spain and Portugal as the dominant 
powers in Europe and, consequently, in the contest over imperial control of Southeast Asia.  
The Dutch began to establish a commercial foothold in the region in the early seventeenth 
century, wresting trading ports from the Portuguese while staving off the British who sought 
their own colonial possessions in the Indonesian archipelago.  In addition to their European 
competitors, the Dutch faced fierce resistance from local populations as well.  Seeking 
commercial monopoly in a region which possessed a rich trading tradition, the Dutch often 
employed brutal tactics as they slowly extended their influence throughout the archipelago, 
slaughtering, starving, or enslaving those who opposed them.  They were as shrewd as they 
were brutal, exploiting local rivalries by allying themselves with one state against another.  
Although this process took some three hundred years, the Dutch ultimately succeeded in 
gaining control of nearly the entire Indonesian archipelago.5 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
Unlike the Spanish, the Dutch viewed their imperialist venture as strictly commercial 

and therefore made no effort to supplant local culture with their own.  The Dutch East India 

                                                           
5
 Sardesai, Southeast Asia: Past and Present, 63-65. 

Map showing the widest extent of the Dutch colonial territories in the early eighteenth century. Territories 

shown in yellow were occupied slightly later. Source: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Dutch_Empire35.PNG.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Dutch_Empire35.PNG


© 2011, 2012 The Department of History & Philosophy, North Georgia College & State University. No 
use without prior permission. 
 
 

Company (VOC), a joint public-private organization, held administrative responsibility for the 
colony from its base at the port of Batavia (modern-day Jakarta).  As with the Filipinos under 
the Spanish yoke, Indonesian peasants suffered tremendous hardships under the new colonial 
economy.  The Indonesian climate proved extraordinarily conducive to growing coffee, an 
increasingly popular commodity at the time.  The government introduced the crop to the region 
ƛƴ мсфсΣ ƛƳǇƻǎƛƴƎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǉǳƻǘŀǎ ƻƴ ǇŜŀǎŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ƛǘǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ  aǳŎƘ ƻŦ IƻƭƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
industrial revolution was financed by coffee grown in Java.6   
 
 

 
 
 

 

                                                           
6
 Lockard, Southeast Asia in World History, 87-88. 

Early Dutch map of Java, eighteenth century. Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Java-Map.jpg.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Java-Map.jpg
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In 1799, the Amsterdam abolished the debt-ridden and corrupt Dutch East India  
Company and replaced it with a formal colonial government.  Under this new government, 
sugar became a vital export crop for the colony.  In 1830, colonial administrators established 
the Cultivation System which required the Javanese to grow sugar.  The crop proved 
enormously successful; however, the Javanese saw little of the profit made from the venture as 
the government set a fixed rate to pay farmers, independent of world prices.  Peasants became 
heavily dependent on sugar and coffee as their means of survival which subjected them to 
substantial hardship when the world market for these goods waned.7 
  

                                                           
7
 Ibid. 

Flag of the Vereenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie, or VOC (1602-1799), the principal force behind the creation 

of the  Dutch Southeast Asian colonial empire. Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:VOC.svg.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:VOC.svg
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By 1900 the Dutch recognized the need to address the abject poverty of its colonial 

subjects and instituted a plan known as the Ethical Policy.  The primary focus of the Ethical 
Policy was the expansion of educational opportunities to a broader segment of society.  The 
Ethical Policy provided a few fortunate Indonesians with the opportunity to attend secondary 
or even tertiary schools.  Here, they studied with other students from across the archipelago, 
fostering the development of national unity where previously only regional identity had existed.  
Schooling exposed them to the study of democracy and Western notions of individualism, 
inevitably causing the students to question the validity of their colonial government.  Among 
these educated Indonesians serious challenges to Dutch rule began to develop.  
Simultaneously, Islam, the religion of the vast majority of Indonesians, provided a unifying 
element amongst a culturally, linguistically, and geographically divided population and served 

Dutch colonial art and imagery tended to emphasize the imagined order and social enlightenment of their 

rule. This scene, painted by Nicolaas Pieniman shows the submission of Javanese rebel leader Diepo Negoro 

to Lieutenant General Hendrik Marcus Baron de Kock on March 28, 1830, which ended the five year Java 

War. Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Nicolaas_Pieneman_-

_The_Submission_of_Prince_Dipo_Negoro_to_General_De_Kock.jpg.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Nicolaas_Pieneman_-_The_Submission_of_Prince_Dipo_Negoro_to_General_De_Kock.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Nicolaas_Pieneman_-_The_Submission_of_Prince_Dipo_Negoro_to_General_De_Kock.jpg
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as a focal point aroǳƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΦ  aŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
Indonesians, inspired by the Russian Revolution of 1917, turned to Communism as the means of 
bringing about change in their own country.8 

The Dutch colonial government showed no tolerance towards the growing nationalism 
arising in the Dutch East Indies.  They met demonstrations with violent repression, stepped up 
secret police surveillance, and arrested and frequently exiled leaders of nationalist movements.  
In 1927, an Indonesian aristocrat named Achmed Sukarno founded the Indonesian Nationalist 
Party (PNI) with the goal of uniting the diverse elements of the nationalist movement.  In its 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǳƴǘƛƭ {ǳƪŀǊƴƻΩǎ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ 
exile ŦƻǊ ǘǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ  ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ {ǳƪŀǊƴƻΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ 
struggled to make much progress over the next decade.9 It would take the Second World War 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜǎΦ 
 

The French Annex Indochina 
 
 France began sending Roman Catholic missionaries to Vietnam as early as 1615.  By the 
1850s, however, the French had grown more ambitious, seeking not only to spread their 
religion and culture, but also eying commercial gain as well, particularly control of the coveted 
Mekong and Red River trade routes to China.  The conquest of Vietnam took nearly three 
decades, but the French succeeded in annexing the country.  In 1897, they organized Vietnam 
along with the neighboring countries of Cambodia and Laos into a political unit which they 
called the Federation of Indochina.   

Even when compared with their fellow European imperialists, the French were 
exceptionally brutal and repressive.  They employed a more direct form of colonialism, 
restricting any form of local self-government in Indochina.  They taxed their colonial subjects 
heavily and often forced villages to purchase set amounts of opium and alcohol, products which 
the government possessed a monopoly on.  The colonial government also took substantial 
amounts of land from peasants and gave it to private investors.  In a region in which peasants 
traditionally worked communal lands, the introduction of capitalism and the concentration of  

                                                           
8
 Ben Batson and Paul KratosƪŀΣ άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ aƻŘŜǊƴƛǎǘ wŜŦƻǊƳΣέ ƛƴ The Cambridge History of Southeast Asia: 

Vol II, ed. Nicholas Tarling (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), 267-73. 
9
 Ibid. 
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land in the hands of a few wealthy individuals left the vast majority of peasants poor, tenant 
farmers.10   
 Some moderate Vietnamese looked to redress the injustices of French rule by working 
to reform the French system, seeking self-government or a greater emphasis on the 
construction of schools and hospitals.  However, many nationalist leaders fought to end French 
rule entirely.  In 1930, an uprising initiated by the Vietnamese Nationalist Party (VNQDD) failed 
miserably and sparked a fierce reaction by the French.11  In prison, the leader of the VNQDD, 
Nguyen Thai Hoc, wrote a passionate letter to the French parliament, defending his actions and 
denouncing French rule in Vietnam. 

 
According to the tenets of justice, everyone has the right to defend his country 
when it is invaded by foreigners, and according to the principles of humanity, 
everyone has the duty to save his compatriots when they are in difficulty or in 
danger. As for myself, I have assessed the fact that my country has been annexed 
by your French for more than sixty years.  I realize that under your dictatorial 
yoke my compatriots have experienced a very hard life, and my people will 
without doubt be annihilated, by the naked principle of natural selection.  
Therefore, my right and my duty have compelled me to seek every way to defend 
my country which has been invaded and occupied, and to save my people who 

                                                           
10

 Sardesai, Southeast Asia: Past and Present, 65-67. 
11

 Ibid., 179-81. 

This painting by French artist Antoine Morel Fatio (1810-1871) depicts the naval actions related to the siege 

and capture of Saigon on February 18, 1859 by Franco-Spanish forces. Nationalist Vietnamese would later 

besiege the city for nearly two years. Many Vietnamese never accepted French subjugation. Source: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Prise_de_Saigon_18_Fevrier_1859_Antoine_Morel-Fatio.jpg.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Prise_de_Saigon_18_Fevrier_1859_Antoine_Morel-Fatio.jpg
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ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŘŀƴƎŜǊΧ L ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ōŜǎŜŜŎƘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
otherwise will annihilate my people, which will stain French honor, and which will 
belittle all human values.12 

 
With most rival nationalist organizations in disarray following the failed uprisings, the 
Vietnamese communists, now led by Ho Chi Minh, who had recently reappeared in Southeast 
Asia after spending time in China and the Soviet Union, assumed the leadership role in the 
struggle for Vietnamese independence. 
 
 

 
 

y 
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 Nguyen Thai HoŎΣ ά[ŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 5ŜǇǳǘƛŜǎΣέ ƛƴ The Human Record: Sources of Global History, 
Volume II: Since 1500, eds. Alfred Andrea and James Overfield (Boston: Houston Mifflin), 445-47. 

Ho Chi Minh (formerly known as Nguyen Ai Quoc ςάbƎǳȅŜƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǘǊƛƻǘέύ ƘŀŘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀǘ ±ŜǊǎŀƛƭƭŜǎ 

after the First World War on Vietnamese independence, but had been denied entry, and had turned to 

communism and Soviet assistance. He would not live to see the final victory of his forces in 1975. Source: 

http://www.theeastisred.com/images/silks/SLK%2000135.jpg.  

http://www.theeastisred.com/images/silks/SLK%2000135.jpg
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The British Expand Their Southeast Asian Empire 
 
 Concerned about the growing power of the Dutch in Southeast Asia, the British acquired 
the island of Singapore in 1819.  In 1824, they acquired Melaka from the Dutch in exchange for 
the port of Bengkulu on the Indonesian island of Sumatra.  Adding the port of Penang, the 
British governed these three holdings on the southern coast of the Malayan peninsula in a 
colony known as the Straits Settlements.  As demand for Malayan resources, particularly tin, 
increased in Europe, businessmen pressured British authorities to expand their control 
northward into the Malay states.  By convincing Malay sultanates to accept British advisors, the 
British ultimately gained control of the Malayan peninsula and ruled indirectly through the co-
opted sultanates.  Needing laborerǎ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŜ aŀƭŀȅŀΩǎ Ǿŀǎǘ ǘƛƴ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ 
immigration from China and India.  Ultimately, these immigrants outnumbered the native 
Malays, an issue that created tremendous problems in fostering a national Malayan unity.13 
 From their base in India, the British also moved to annex Burma, now called Myanmar.  
In a series of three wars from 1823 to 1886, the British conquered the Burmese kingdom.  They 
governed Burma as part of British India, much to the chagrin of the Burmese who resented the 
Indians, particularly recent flood of immigrants who achieved success as merchants or 
moneylenders in Burma.  The British also played upon regional rivalries by showing favoritism 
toward hill peoples such as the Karens who traditionally fought against the Burmese.  These 
divide-and-rule tactics greatly exacerbated ethnic tensions in Burma.14 
 

 
 

 

                                                           
13

 Lockard, Southeast Asia in World History, 98-101. 
14

 Ibid., 108-10. 

British forces arrive in Mandalay, Burma, after the end of the third Anglo-Burmese War on 28 November, 

1885. Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:British_forces_arrival_mandalay1885.jpg.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:British_forces_arrival_mandalay1885.jpg
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The United States Becomes an Imperial Asian Power 
 
 In 1898, the United States declared war on Spain.  The fighting took place within the 
colonial domains of Spain: Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines.  When Admiral George 
Dewey sailed the U.S. Fleet into Manila Bay and destroyed the Spanish navy there in 1898, the 
event sparked a revival of the Philippine revolutionaries who received support from the United 
States in their struggle.  Under the leadership of Emilio Aguinaldo (1869-1964) and inspired by 
promises of independence from the U.S. government after the conclusion of the war, the 
revolutionaries gained control of most of the country.  With Spanish defeat inevitable, 
Aguinaldo declared independence and established a Philippine republic.  However, the 
commercial opportunities presented by the Philippines proved too enticing for the U.S. 
government, who elected to remain in the Philippines as a colonial power.15 
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 Sardesai, Southeast Asia: Past and Present, 146-56. 

Emilio Aguinaldo, the first President of the Philippines, who remained in office from 1897 to 1901. After 

defeating Spanish colonial troops in several set-ǇƛŜŎŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜǎΣ !ƎǳƛƴŀƭŘƻΩǎ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŦƛŜǊŎŜƭȅ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

imposition of U.S. military and colonial occupation. Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Aguinaldo.jpg.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Aguinaldo.jpg
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U.S. President William McKinley argued that the United States possessed a duty to bring 
civilization to the Philippines.  The initiation of this altruistic mission, however, required the 
defeat of the Philippine revolutionaries, a conflict which claimed the lives of five thousand 
American soldiers, sixteen thousand Filipino soldiers, and two hundred thousand Filipino 
civilians.  Despite the atrocities committed in attaining the Philippines, U.S. administration of 
the islands proved much more humane than that of other Western colonial powers.  The 
colonial government made tremendous advancements in education and healthcare, and 
allowed a substantial amount of self-government.  Promising eventual independence, the U.S. 
gradually worked towards granting the Philippines more and more autonomy in their affairs.16 
 

Siam Maintains Independence 
 
 The Kingdom of Siam, present day Thailand, managed to maintain its independence 
during this periodΦ  aǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŜƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΩǎ geographic position.  Situated 
between the colonial holdings of the British and the French on the Southeast Asian mainland, 
Thailand played the role of buffer state between the two powers, who did not want their 
imperial competition to lead to war.  HowevŜǊΣ {ƛŀƳΩǎ ƪƛƴƎǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŦƻǊ 
their independence.  Under the leadership of King Mongut and his son Chulalongkorn, the 
Siamese deftly dealt with their European neighbors.  Often this meant relinquishing some 
territorial claims or counseling with Western advisors, but these kings succeeded in maintaining 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ 
order to prevent the Europeans from imposing such policies themselves.  The Siamese 
government made substantial strides in education, the legal system, and government.  They 
ŀƭǎƻ ƻǳǘƭŀǿŜŘ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΦ17 With 
the exception of Japanese troops transiting through their territory during the Second World 
War, the Siamese managed to avoid outright annexation by an outside power. 
 

The Japanese Wartime Interregnum 
 
 As nationalist movements began to appear throughout Southeast Asia in the late 1930s, 
the Second World War broke out, bringing abrupt and radical change to the region.  In 
desperate need of resources to continue its military campaign against the Chinese, the 
Japanese invaded Southeast Asia in December 1941, hours after their attacks on the American 
bases at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and those in the Philippines.  The Western powers, unprepared 
to defend their colonial possessions and more focused on the war raging in Europe, suffered a 
swift and ignominious defeat.  Some nationalists welcomed the Japanese as liberators.  In 
actuality, however, the Japanese proved even more brutal than their Western predecessors.  
They drafted many people to work as slave laborers, building railroads, bridges, and roads.  

                                                           
16
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17

 Lockard, Southeast Asia in World History, 110-12. 



© 2011, 2012 The Department of History & Philosophy, North Georgia College & State University. No 
use without prior permission. 
 
 

They forced many women to serve as prostitutes for Japanese soldiers and exercised particular 
brutality against Chinese residents.18 
 Despite Japanese cruelty, their occupation brought tremendous support to the 
nationalist movements in Southeast Asia.  The utter domination of Allied troops by the 
Japanese invaders shattered notions of Western invincibility, and the swift retreat of colonial 
officials severely damaged Western prestige in the eyes of Southeast Asians.  More importantly, 
the Japanese promoted nationalism among Southeast Asians.  Under Western colonialism, 
nationalist leaders were imprisoned or exiled for challenging colonial rule.  In their effort to win 
local support, the Japanese freed these leaders and offered them privileged opportunities to 
organize public support for the new regime.  This often meant granting them access to media 
outlets, an opportunity that colonial governments prohibited or placed severe restrictions on.19 
 During the Japanese occupation, those involved in these nationalist movements not only 
acquired the means to propagate their cause, but many received their first taste of military 
training.  In Indonesia and Burma, the Japanese created paramilitary units that formed the basis 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘ ŀǊƳƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜΦ  Lƴ aŀƭŀȅŀ ŀƴŘ 
Vietnam, the U.S. supported militant nationalists who fought against their Japanese occupiers, 
but who would later turn their weapons against their returning colonial powers.  The Japanese 
occupation of Southeast Asia lasted only four years until the war ended following the atomic 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  However, this brief period proved extremely formative 
for nationalist movements in the region, which acquired the leadership, popular support, and 
military experience that produced in them a zealous defiance to tolerate the return of colonial 
ǊǳƭŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΦ20 
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This photograph shows young Indonesian boys being given military training by the Japanese Army. Youth from all 

across Southeast Asia gained military knowledge and experience from Japanese tutors, who sought to use them as 

local security forces and later, as allies against the returning Europeans and Americans. Source: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:COLLECTIE_TROPENMUSEUM_Indonesische_jongens_tijdens_hun_soldatentrain

ing_door_de_Japanners_TMnr_10001989.jpg.  
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1946: the United States Grants Philippine Independence 
 
 The United States had been working towards granting independence to the Philippines 
before the outbreak of the war interrupted the process.  Upon conclusion of the war, the 
United States formally granted independence on July 4, 1946.  However, independence came 
with multiple stipulations.  As a precondition for war damages, the U.S. insisted that the 
Filipinos approve the Bell Act, which established free trade between the two nations for eight 
years and granted the U.S. a ninety-nine year lease on existing American military bases.  In 
desperate need to rebuild their economy after the devastating war, the Filipinos reluctantly 
accepted the agreement.21 U.S. military bases at Clark Field and Subic Bay were finally vacated 
in December 1992. 
 Since gaining independence, the Philippines has faced enormous challenges to the 
nation-building process.  Corruption and graft have marred Philippine politics.  The nation 
suffered particular hardship under the dictatorship of Ferdinand Marcos (1917-1989), whose 
regime lasted from 1966 to 1986.  Due to his hard-line stance against communism, Marcos 
received substantial economic aid from the United States.  His people saw little of this money, 
however, as Marcos robbed state coffers, and his wife, Imelda, acquired a designer shoe 
collection of several thousand pairs, while Filipino citizens suffered tremendous economic 
hardship and political oppression. Marcos was finally ousted by a popular democratic 
ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ άtŜƻǇƭŜ tƻǿŜǊέΣ ƭŜŘ ōȅ Corazon Aquino (1933-2009), the wife of a former 
opposition politician murdered by the Marcos Regime. She would go on to become the 
tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎΩ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нрΣ мфусΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ƘŜǊ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎ Ƙŀǎ 
remained openly democratic. 
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Time magazine named Corazon Aquino their άWoman of the Yearέ in 1986. Source: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cory_Aquino_-_Woman_of_the_Year.jpg. 
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The Philippine government has also faced a separatist movement from the Islamic region of 
aƛƴŘŀƴŀƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ aǳǎƭƛƳ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛǎǘǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ 
the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF), who took up arms against the government to gain 
independence.  In 1996, the government granted Mindanao autonomy, which led to the 
dissolution of the MNLF.  However, splinter segments of the group continue to struggle for 
independence from the government.22 
 

Next to Fall: .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ /ƻƭƻƴƛŜǎ {ŜŜƪ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ 
 
 In Burma, the British returned to find an organized and well-armed Burmese nationalist 
movement led by national hero Aung San (1915-1947).  Aung San and his Burma Independence 
Army initially fought alongside the Japanese during the war, seeing this as the most likely 
avenue towards independence.  However, when Japanese defeat became evident he switched 
loyalties.  Weary of war, and already out of India the previous year, the British granted Burmese 
demands for independence in 1948.  In the process of gaining independence, however, Burma 
ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ !ǳƴƎ {ŀƴΩǎ ŀǎǎŀǎǎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ 
ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ .ǳǊƳŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊƛƳŜ Ƴƛƴister.  Facing disruption from Communists and ethnic 
minorities, as well as periodic incursions into their territory by retreating Nationalist Chinese 
forces, the Burmese military under General Ne Win initiated a coup in 1962, instituting a 
repressive military dictatorship that has continued up to the present.23  
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Aung San and his daughter Aung San Suu Kyi ς two generations of Burmese nationalists. Aung San Suu 

Kyi was kept under house arrest by the military dictatorship that rules Burma (Myanmar) for most of the 

period since she returned from exile in 1989, until she was released in late 2010. Sources: 

http://www.aungsan.com/images/AungSan1gs.jpg and http://www.indiatalkies.com/images/san-suu-

kyi387k.jpg.  
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In 1988, Aung San Suu Kyi, the daughter of the hero of the Burmese independence movement, 
formed a pro-democracy organization to protest the repressive regime. For this, the 
government placed her under house arrest in 1989.  In 1990, the nation held its first democratic 
ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ !ǳƴƎ {ŀƴ {ǳǳ YȅƛΩǎ National League for Democracy Party 
won eighty percent of the seats, the military regime refused to acknowledge the results.  In 
November of 2010, Myanmar held democratic elections for the first time since the 1990 
debacle.  The current regime won in an undoubtedly unfair election.  Days later, the 
government released Aung San Suu Kyi from house arrest.  While her release shows promise for 
the lamentable situation in Myanmar, the naǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴΦ24 
 Although the Burmese gained independence with relative ease following the conclusion 
of the war, the British proved much more reluctant with Malaya.  For one, Malaya possessed 
ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǘƻ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ Ǉƻǎǘ-war reconstruction.  Another factor which discouraged 
the British in granting independence was the powerful position of Communism within Malaya.  
The Malayan Communist Party (MCP) led the struggle against the Japanese occupation and 
their organization and militancy worried the British.  When the MCP rebelled against the 
government in 1948, the government initiated a twelve year war against the Communist 
elements in Malaya.  In 1957, after the government succeeded in subduing the largely ethnic-
Chinese led insurrection, the British granted Malaya independence, along with Singapore, 
Sabah, and Sarawak, in a political unit known as the Federation of Malaysia.25 
 

 
 
 
 
In 1965, Singapore separated from the federation and has transformed itself into one of 

the most thriving economies in the world.  Malaysia, on the other hand, faces numerous 
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                       Tugu Negara, the Malaysian National Monument of Freedom, located in Kuala Lumpur.  
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challenges in its future, particularly stemming from its ethnic makeupΦ  /ƻƳōƛƴŜŘΣ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΩǎ 
Chinese and Indian populations outnumber its native Malay population.  In addition, a large 
income gap exists between the relatively wealthy Chinese and Indian populations and the 
impoverished Malays.  In order to rectify this, affirmative action policies have been 
implemented which favor ethnic Malays, serving to increase ethnic tensions in the region.26 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Indonesia Struggles against the Dutch 
 
 Immediately following the Japanese surrender, Achmed Sukarno (1901-1970) declared 
Indonesian independence.  The Dutch, however, refused to comply, viewing the colony as far 
too valuable to their post-war reconstruction. Like their French neighbors, the Dutch also 
sought to regain national prestige after the humiliation of German occupation.  Initially, the 
United States and Britain supported the Dutch in their endeavor to reclaim the islands; they did 
not trust Sukarno and feared that he might succumb to Communism.  While Sukarno sought to 
negotiate with the Dutch, the latter instituted a policy of brutal repression against the 
revolutionaries.  As the war raged on, the United States saw that a prolonged conflict could 
bring tremendous instability to the region and pressured the Dutch, who heavily depended on 
U.S. aid for rebuilding their post-war economy, to grant independence to the Indonesians.27 
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A recent panoramic photograph of Singapore, the island nation at the southern tip of the Malayan Peninsula. 

With a population of more than five million, the city has one of the highest population densities in the world. 

Since becoming independent in 1965, it has also enjoyed remarkable economic success and prosperity. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Singapore_Panorama_v2.jpg.   
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Sukarno further assured the United States of his legitimacy by crushing an attempted 
Communist uprising led by the PKI (Indonesian Communist Party) in 1948. 
 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sukarno served as the first president of an independent Indonesia. He inaugurated the 
concept of Pancasila as the foundation of the Indonesian constitution and new national 
community. Pancasila included five core concepts, known as the Five Principles:  belief in the 
one God, just and civilized humanity, the unity of Indonesia, democracy guided by inner 
wisdom and communal consensus, and social justice for all. Under his regime, the economy 
struggled to find steady footing as he pursued a policy of guided democracy, a system based on 
Indonesian village traditions of discussion and consensus directed by village elders.  In 1965, an 
attempted coup by a group of junior military officers with Communist sympathies failed after a 
group of conservative generals arose to defeat the rebellion.  One of these generals, Suharto 
(1921-2008), arrested Sukarno and launched a brutal campaign against Communists and other 
leftist groups.  The ensuing carnage left as many as one million dead.  General Suharto ruled 
from 1966 to 1998, turning Indonesia into a police state and restricting personal freedoms.  He 

IndonesiaΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǇǳǎƘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ǳǘŎƘΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ 

is Achmed Sukarno, while General Suhartoτwho has only one name, common culturally amongst 

Indonesiansτappears on the right. Sources: 

http://static.newworldencyclopedia.org/c/c5/Soekarno.jpg and 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:President_Suharto,_1993.jpg.  
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stepped down in the midst of a crippling financial crisis that struck Indonesia in 1997.28 Since 
the end of his dictatorship, Indonesia has constructed an effective and popular democratic 
ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƳǳƭǘƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅΦ 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
In the years following {ǳƘŀǊǘƻΩǎ ǊŜƛƎƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ improved, rebounding 

strongly after the Asian Financial Crisis of 1997-1998, and Indonesia is today one of the 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦŀǎǘŜǎǘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŜǎ.  However, Indonesia has faced a strong 
separatist movement in Aceh.  Although the vast majority of Indonesians adhere to Islam, their 
faith is largely quite moderate.  However, many Acehnese adhere to a strong fundamentalism 
and seek their own state governed by ShariΩŀΣ ƻǊ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ law.  Many of these separatists have 
employed terrorism as a method to make achieve their goals, such as bombings in the tourist 
districts of Bali in 2003 and 2005, which were carried out by terrorists trained in Al Qaeda 
training camps in Afghanistan and Pakistan.  However, the Indonesian government has proven 
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The image above shows the national emblem of Indonesia, with the Garuda (a sacred golden bird within 

Indonesian, Hindu, and Buddhist mythology) surrounding a shield that portrays the Five Principles of 
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adept in dealing with these terrorists and presently, the separatist movements have 
diminishedΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƴƻǘŀōƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
effectively to the disaster in Aceh after the 2006 tsunami that devastated the region.29 
Indonesian law enforcement officials have also had good success with a terrorist amnesty and 
rehabilitation program, designed to provide former terrorists with skills and work opportunities 
together with religious instruction that encourages them to reject jihadist ideologies. 
 

Hardship in Indochina 
 
 During the Japanese occupation of Indochina during the Second World War, U.S. O.S.S. 
(Office of Strategic Services, the ancestor of the C.I.A.) advisors armed and trained Ho Chi 
aƛƴƘΩǎ (1890-1969) nationalist forces, the Vietminh.  Expanding outward from their base in 
China, the Vietminh gained tremendous influence across northern Vietnam, particularly after 
they mobilized to help feed peasants in the region after a man-made famine erupted in early 
1945, leading to the starvation of more than one million local peasants.  Following the end of 
ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΣ IƻΩǎ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ northern city of Hanoi and declared an end to French 
colonialism.  This event, proclaimed in front of a crowd of over one hundred thousand people 
on August 15, 1945, became known as the August Revolution of 1945.  The French refused to 
ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ IƻΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƻ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŜǘƳƛƴƘ ŦǊƻƳ мфпс ǘƻ мфрп ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ 
to regain North Vietnam.  Ultimately, following a catastrophic defeat at Dien Bien Phu, the 
French granted North Vietnam independence in the 1954 Geneva Accords, which divided 
Vietnam into two separate zones along the 17th latitude parallel.  In South Vietnam, France and 
the United States established a non-communist regime under President Ngo Dinh Diem, an 
incredibly unpopular and corrupt government which ruled as a dictatorship.  In opposition to 
5ƛŜƳΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΣ ŀ ƎǳŜǊǊƛƭƭŀ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ Vietcong emerged to bring an end to the hated 
regime.30 To the north, Ho and the Vietminh formed the Communist-dominated Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam (DRV). 
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Photographs taken during the French-Indochina War of 1946-1954 vividly depict the brutality and multilateral 

nature of the conflict. The photo above famously depicts the aftermath of a French attack on a North 

Vietnamese village, while the image below shows French paratroopsτwith Vietnamese auxiliaries sitting 

above the tracksτmanning a U.S.-supplied M24 Chaffee tank. Sources:  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:French_M24_Chaffee_Vietnam.jpg and  

http://images.encarta.msn.com/xrefmedia/sharemed/targets/images/pho/t053/T053060A.jpg.  
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For its own reasons, the United States supported the French in Vietnam.  They feared 
that the fall of Vietnam to the CƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘ ±ƛŜǘƳƛƴƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
infant nations succumbing to Communism.  This belief was known as the domino theory and it 
dominated American foreign policy in the early Cold War period.  With the domino theory as its 
justification, the United States became directly involved in Vietnam in 1964.  Although 
possessing the most powerful and advanced military in the world at the time, the U.S. failed in 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳΦ  tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 5ƛŜƳΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƭŀŎƪŜŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
extensive bombing campaigns pursued by the U.S. exacerbated this problem, driving more 
Vietnamese peasants to support the struggle of the Vietminh. By 1967, over 550,000 U.S. 
troops were in Vietnam, chasing an elusive and determined enemy that refused to yield 
regardless of losses. Faced with declining domestic support for the war, U.S. President Richard 
bƛȄƻƴ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ άVietnamizationέ ƛƴ мфсф ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿ 
troops and gradually relinquish control of the war effort to the South Vietnamese.  In 1973, the 
last U.S. troops left Vietnam.  Two years later, the North overran the South and united Vietnam 
under a Communist government.  Vietnam faced many challenges in its nation-building process.  
The transition to CƻƳƳǳƴƛǎƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
economy suffered as a result. Many thousands of former South Vietnamese residents fled in 
boats or overland into neighboring countries, many eventually settling in the United States. 
Over the years, however, the government has gradually allowed greater private investment, 
allowing the economy to find steadier footing.31 Today, Vietnam is thriving, with an economy 
that continues to expand and diversify. In 1998, the United States and the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam restored full diplomatic relations for the first time since the end of the war. 
 Events in Cambodia at this time also proved troubling.  In 1975, communist rebels 
known as the Khmer Rouge gained control of the country and established an extremely brutal 
regime under their messianic leader Pol Pot (real name Saloth Sar, 1925-1998).  In trying to 
transform the nation into an agrarian communist society, the Khmer Rouge killed two million 
/ŀƳōƻŘƛŀƴǎΣ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ, an act of genocide that shattered 
traditional Cambodian society.  Unfriendly relations with their Vietnamese neighbors led to that 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŀƳōƻŘƛŀ ƛƴ мфтуΦ  ¢ƘŜ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳŜǎŜ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǾŜǊǘƘǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ YƘƳŜǊ 
Rouge regime but elements remained, creating ongoing violence and instability for the nation.  
In 1993, the United Nations assisted in the establishment of a free and democratic Cambodia.32 
In 1998, Cambodia held its first democratic elections since decolonization. 
 

The Future of Southeast Asia 
 
 In a matter of decades, Southeast Asians have largely succeeded in building successful 
nation-states where none existed before.  Against enormous odds, these nations have managed 
to foster national unity, overcome violence and political instability, and transform the region 
into a tremendous economic force particularly through the development of regional structures 
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such as ASEAN (Association of South East Asian Nations), formed in 1967.33  Most significantly, 
this has been accomplished with little help, and in many cases despite interference, from 
outside influences.  Typical notions of democracy, capitalism, and communism have been co-
opted by Southeast Asians, contextualized, and implemented in unique ways which have 
proven largely successful.  While many challenges face these nations in the future, they have 
proven their extreme resiliency and their history suggests their continuing progress. 
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 For more information about ASEAN, see the site at http://www.aseansec.org/index.html.  
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Online Resources 
 
http://sea.lib.niu.edu/. The Southeast Asia Digital Library, created by the faculty 
at Northern Illinois University. 
 
http://seaadoc.lib.uci.edu/. Website at UC Irvine that documents the history and 
experiences of Southeast Asian Americans.  
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